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ORdered by the Commons Ailembled In P a a 1 1« 
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Vulge or publifli any of them. 

ft is ftirther Oraered, chacnoperfonpreTumeto Re« 
prinLDivuIgejorpubiiihthe ^dCATMBCMitMi 
tin further order be taken by both or cither of the 
Hou(es of Parliament. 

ff. Elfittge Cler.Parl. 
Dom. Com. 






The humble 

ADVICE 

OF THE 

ASSEMBLY 

OF 

ivines , 

NowbyAuthority of Pa r l i a bi b mt 

fitting at Weftminfter, 

Concerning a Shorter Catechifine, Prc- 
fented by them lately to both Houfes 

of P A R L I AM E N T« 

J certain number of Copies are Ordered to 
be Trinted onfyfor the u/e of the Mem^ 
bers of both Houfes and of the Afiembly 
of T>hineSj to the end that they may 
aJhlfe thereupon. 

^***— *^'^— *— — — — ■^^— *— — ^— — — ^^■^l' ■ '■ — — 1— — fcM^M^ 

London, 
Printed by e>f • «5W» 




TO THE 

RIGHT HONOVRABLE 

THE 

LORDS «nd COMMONS 

aflembled in 

PARLIAMENT: 

The humble Advife of the Aflembly 

of Divines fitting at IVefiminfler, 

Concerning 

A (horcer Catechifme. 



Qp ■ t T I O N. 

H4t it the chief end «/ m4tn f 

A* Mans chief end is cogtorifieGod, and 
to enjoy litm for ever. 
Qj^ Wha rule hath Cci^ven it imH ut hem 
we msj glmfie /ufJetrjtj him f 

A, The Wordoi God (which is contained In the Sen*. 
ixuresof the Old and New Teftament) is the only rule to 
dire^ us bow we may glorifie and enjoy htm. 

B Ql^lVhM 




(O 

A, The ScrijKurK principatly ceach, Whtt imn isto 

beleeve concerning GoJ, and wbac duty God requires of 
luin. 

A.^ God is ft Spirit, infinite, eeemall, and iinchaittea* 
ble.mlus bring, wilHome, power, holinclle, juaice, 
goodneife, and truth* 

Qi^ Are thert m»re GtU tben $iu f 

A, There is but one only, the living and true God. 

Q^ Hon mmj tarfrngftiben in the gU hU f 

A, There are three Per{bnsintheGod*head, the Fa- 
ther, the Sonne, and the Holy Ghoft ; and chde three are 
one God,tlK lame in fub(tance,cqiiall in power and glory. 

%Whit»etheDecreti9fG9if 

A* The Decrees of God are, bis ecemall poipoTe ac* 
cordingtothecounfeU of his Will, whereby for bisown 
glorv,he hath fbre»oidained wbatbxver oomes to pafTe. 

CL Hem dtth CUeecume kit Jktnes > 

A. God execuieth his Decrees iacbe Works of Crea- 
tion and Providence. 

Q^ What it theWwk»fCreaimf 

A, The Work of Creation is Gods making all things 
of nothing, by the Word of hit Power, in the fpace of 
fix daies, and all very good. 

Q^Hm did Gvd create mm f 

syt. God created man, male and female, irfter his 
own image, in knowledge, r^hceoufiiefle,attl holioefle, 
with dominion over the creatures. 

Q^ What£reC9ds1Vorkt^FrHjidetieef 

A. Gods Works of Providence are htt noft hdjr, 
wife , and powerfiili psefervmg ^ and govenung all his 

creatuies. 



(5) 

creatures, *nA all cheir actions. 

Q^ fvia ftcuidSt tffrwidtme diiGtiextreift mum 
Um tn the tfiatt vrhtrm he tnu crt/aed } 

A. When God had created Man^he entered uko a Co- 
veninc o\ life with hun,upon condition of perfeA Obedi- 
ence : forbidding him CO eacofthe nee of the knowledge 
of good and evil, upon pain of death. 

C^ l>tdeurprltPgremscmttimietntheeHmwhtm»thef 

were created f 

A Our firft Parents, being leftco the freedom of cheir 
Qjivn will, fell fromche efiate wherein chqr were creaud, 
by (inning againf( God* 

Qi_Wh4tisfttmf 

A. SinisanywantofcDnfonnftyamo,orctanfgrelC* 
on of the Law of God. 

Q^ WhgtwMthtpnwknijMrfrPftnmiftBfhm the 
(Ji£U vf herein thtj werternttd f 

%^. The fia whereby our ftrft Parents fell from the 
eftace wherein they were created, was cheir eating the 
forbidden fruit. 

Q^ DidtUmtK^indefalin Adams fir^tinn^reptn f 

A* The Covenant being made with Adam, not only 
fbrhimfelf, butforhispofterity, all nuwkinde defcena- 
ing from him by ordinary generation finned in bim, and 
fell with him in his firft tranisrelfion. 

Q^ Imt vtheseftite dtdthefiSMag mMlandef 

A» The fall brought nutnkinde into an eilateof finand 
mtfe^. 

Q^ lvhtreinc«n^fisthefnfkltieffe»fth4t ejtdu whertkna 
nunfdl ? 

A. The finfulnelTe of chat efiate whereinco manfellt 
confifts in che guile of Adams firft fin, the want of Ori- 
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gtntU righteottfnede, and the conu^ckm of his whole 
iitttue,wnich is commonly aSkd Onginall fin,cog€thcr 
mth alt aduall cran&reffions which proceed from k. 

Qa, fVikUit the mipry tftks efstt wherdntt mmtfeS f 

A, All mankinde by their nil loft communion widi 
God, are under his wrath and curfe, andfo, made liable 
coal! miferies in this life,' co dettli it (elf, and to the pains 
of hell for ever. 

Qj, Dtd G»J ledvestt mmkmdettftrifi mtbe tftit «/ 
fm 4uid mferjf 

A God, having out of his meer good pleaHire from 
ill eternity eleded fome toeverlafting life did enter into 
a Covenant of grace to deliver them out of the eftete of 
fin and mi{erv,and to bring them into an efiate of Sal V4« 
cion by a Redeemer. 

Q;. V¥h isibe.Ritdeemer tfCtdseUS f 

A» The only Redeemer of G6ds elects the Lordje* 
fus Chrift, who being the ciemallfon of God, became 
man, and to, was and cominueth to be Godan^ man, 
in two diftuid Hatures,and one Perfoo, for ever. 

Q. Hsm AdckrtH btmg the SmtejCedheemenum i 

A, Chrift the Son of God became man by taking to 
himfelf a true body and a reafcMuible (ottl,being conceived 
by the power of the Holy Ghoft in the womb of the vir- 
gin Mary, and bom of her, yet without fin. 

Q^ fHst qffees Ath Cmfi exeem at e»r Redeemer ? 

A, Chrift as our Redeemer executeth the Offices of a 
Prophet, ofa Prtef^ and of a King, both in his eftateof 
Humiliacion,and Exaltation. 

Q^ Him M chrift exeeme the Ojfuse ofa Frepbet f 

A. Chrift executoh the Office of a Propho, in reveal- 
iogious, by his Woidaad SpioC, the will of God for 
out Salvatioii. C^^^ 



Q^ffwdoth Cbrifi exeimetbeofficeofA Fritp 
A. Chrift €xccucetb the Office of a Pricft^ in his once 
offbringupof tumfelfatacrtfice to fadsfic divine juftice, 
and reconcile us to God : and in making continuail inter* 
ceflionforus* 

Q. How doth Chrift execute the office of a KtBg < 
A. Chrift encuceth the Office of a King, in fubduing 
us to himfeif, in ruling and defending us, and in reftraining 
and concueringall his and ourenemies* 
Q^ wherein dtd CbriHs HMmiiidttptt confifi f 
A Chrifts Humiliation confided in his being bome^ 
and that in alow condition, made under the la w^ under* 
going the miferies of this life, the wrath of Cod, and the 
curfed death of the crofle^in being buried, and continuing 
under the power ot death for a time* 
QjVherein coafifteth chrtfis ExoUmm f 
A. Chrifts Exalution coniifteth in his rtfiog a^ain 
from the dead on the third day, in afcending up into Hea« 
ven,in fitting at the right hand of God tM Father, and 
in coming to judge the world at thclaft day. 

Q^UowMrememjdefsrtMkersoftheRedempiimfttrchd^id 
hjCbri^f 

A. We ate made partakers of the Redemption pur- 
chafed by Chrift) by the efleAuall Applicattoii of it to 
us by his noly Spirit. 

QJ/m d^th the Sfimi^^u. msbt Redeafttae fitnh^^ 
edijChrtfif 

if • 1 he Sjptrkapplieth to us the Redemption purcha- 
fedby Chrift, by working Faith in us,and tbeiwy uai« 
ting us to Chrift) in our E^feduall Calling. 

Q. WhMisBpHitUlCdUingt 

A. ESeauall Calliog is the work of Cods Spirit, 

B I wbereb7a 
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whereby^ convincing us of our fin and mtferv^ inligh* 
tcntng our minds in the knowledge of Chrift, and re« 
newing our wills^ he docn perfwade and tnable us to 
imbracc Jefus Chrift fieety offered to us in the Gofpel. 

Q^ tridt benefits do tbcj that are EffeikkUij CtUeil,fmJct 
0f in this life f 

A. They chat are E(fe(f^ually Called^ do in this life 
ptttake ot luftiftcation, Adoption^ Sao^ficatioB, and 
this (evenll benefits which in this liie do either accoaipa* 
ny or flow from them, 

(^ ffhdt is }nftfsai0n f 

A. Juflification is an a A Gods free gracls^ whettin he 

Eirdoneth all our fins, and accepteth us as righteous in 
is fight, onely for the righteoufnelle of Chnft imputed 
CO us, and received by Faith alone. 
(^ lVh4t is Adoftion f 

A. Adoption tsan ^St of Gods free grace, whereby we 
are received into the number, and have a right to all the 
priviledges, of the Sons of God. 

Qf^ WhiS is SMSification f 

A. Sandification is the work of Gods freegnce^whiere- 
by we are renewed in the whole man after the image of 
God,afid areinabled more and more to dy uacofinand 
live unco righteou{fie(&# 

(^ Wh4t are the benefits tsfhich in this life d$ seeen^MjM 
fieisfit^m jnH^Mien^ AdefttM, ani SdnCfifsMSimt f 

A. The benefits which in this life do accompany Or 
flow from Juftffication, Adoption, md SandUncation, 
are,a(rurance of Gods love, peace of Confcience, Yxy in 
the Holy Ghofttiaaeafe of grace^and perfevennoetliefe* 
in CO she end. 

Q;Whabauf»s4$nAHn»sfec$^ 

4. The 



A. The foub of Bekevers ave at their death made 
perfefi in holinefle, and do immediacly paHe into glory : 
and their bodies, being flill united to Chrift,doreftia 
their graves till the Rerunredion. 

Q;^ wIm btnejits do Beleivfrs riciive from Cbrifi dt the 
SUjurrtcficn i 

A. Ac the Refurreiftion^Beleevers being railed up in 
glory, (liall be openly acknowledged ancTacquitced in 
thedayof Judgemenc^and made perfedtly blefiedin full 
injoyingofCod to all eternity. ^ 

CL ^hdt u the DuH which Gcdrtqmeth of nun f 

A. The Duty which God lequireth of mantis Obedi* 
ence to his revealed will. 

Q: WhM did C^ gtfirfk rwcdu mmfortbe r»k 0fhb 
Obtditnce ( 

A. The rule which God at (irft revealed to man for 

his Obedience, was, the Moral I^w. 
Q^ fVhcre it the UotmI Lm fummmtj comfrehcndid f 
A. The Moral Law is luntmarily comprehended in the 

Ten Comraandements. 

Q^ Whai is thefumme of the ten Commandements f 

A. Thefomme of the ten Commandcments is,tolovc 

the Lord our God, with all our heart, with all our foul, 

with all our firengtb, and with all our mtnde : and our 

Neighbour as our felves. 
Ct. nhsi the Prefdce tetbe ten Cmmandmmts i 
A. The Preface to the ten Commandements is in thefe 

words CI am t^ )Ld>SEUd i^ €t^,mi^^9fOm 
of MbiiQfO 

Q^ WbM dtththifrificeto the ten Cnmundements teach 
mi 

A. The 



m 

A, ThePi^fiuretothecen Comtnandemencs tescheth 

vs, that becaufe God is che LO R D, and oar God>and Re- 

deefner^tlwrefore we are bound to keep all his Comroan* 

denienjcs* 
Q^ winch it the fr^ Ctmmindemtnt i 

A. Thefirft Commandementi$C^^Ottflnilt^jlt)CIII 

Ot||ct6od0be(b^mrc3 

Qj^ vifhat if re^atrediB the frft CommjmiemeiU f 

A, The Brft Commandeinent cequiteth us to know 
and acknowledge God to be the onely true God, and our 
God: and co worfhip and glorifie him accordingly. 

Q;, whit ts forhidden in the fir fi CommMdemtnt i 

A. The firft Cunamandemenc forbiddeth the denying, 
or not worihipping and glorifying the true God, as God, 
and our God : and the giving that worfliip and glory to 
any Qther,viihich is due to him alone. 

Q;, Wh*t »t X8t ^ectaSf S/m^bt hj tkfe wirds Q 20cfo^ 
nst 3 '' theprfi CcmmtndememU 

A* Theie words [ 1t%iX>}t me 3 >n the firft Comman* 
dement, teach us, that God who leech all things, taketh 
notice of, and is much difpleafed with the fin of having 
any other God. 

Q. Which It the (ecoad Comm^ndmfnri 

A* Thefecond Commandement is t IQ^OU ft^dtllOt 

inakruntot^eanpQcabeittotaQe, ocmtplilietKiftof 
any thing t^t tjK in i)eat)m aboUe, o^ t^at t^in t()c 
tmXi bettearb>o^ ti^at ijai to t^r tvatct unbev t^e eartlH 
tm (bait not bom OoUm tbp feif to tbem, no; fttbc 
tiiem: ftx^ Jt^e HOi&Sd t^ ifioH am a jtalonn 

li;en,iinto tl)e tbitHanb femc^ generation of tlytmtbat 
Ijate m? : anb (b^Dotos mctcp unto ttn>n(iimbjf of tbem 

tbat 
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tW lobe tiif mill keep mp CommariDenNnd^ 

Q;, IVhdt ttreqwcdrntbefuMdCmmMkUmettf 
A* The fecond ComnuindetnefK requiitth, the le* 
ceiving, obferving, and keepif^ pure and intiic all fuch 
leligtrtus Wor(htpand Ordinances, as God hath appoiflC* 
ed in his word. 
Q;. IV&Mtuf9r6idiml»thefKMdCmm4Kdimemf 

J. the fecond Omunandemenc forbiddech cbe wor- 
(hipping of God by Images, or any other way, not ap« 
potntedin his word. 

Q^ Wh4i 0t the ft^m 4amtxtdi9 theltcmiCmmtm- 

4» The Reafoas annexed to the fecond Coaimaade« 
tnent aie, Gods Soveraignty over iis, his propriety « 
us, and the zeal he hathtohisownWorihipt 

Q^ which it tie thirdCimmsnitmm i 

A, The third Commandement is t^^^ vOUSX Jdt 

ta%e tlKoamc of tlie lio^d t^ <E$(Ai ftitMfii*f 9^ 
nftnte in iMto»j^ 

Q. what $s required in the tUrdCemmdmUmmt 

A, The third Coromandemeoi teaoircth, the ho.y 

and reverent ufe of Gods Names, Titles, Attributes, 

Ordinances, Word^uid Works.. 
Q. Whi*it forUd^te in the third Cmmatdmmi 
A, The third Commandement focbiddeth all promi- 

ine or abufing of any thing whereby God makes huo- 

Q^ matt the Retfofi aitiexed to the third Cmn^df 

'^IrheReafonamiexedfothe tWrdComiMndemcni^ 
rt« howSret the bietkets of this Commandement^^ 



efcape pmifliiMfit ftom mem y« the LORD our God 
will noc rufinthem to efcape lus tighceoo^ judgement. 

QjlFkchiitlHfmth Cmmmdanm. 

J, The fourth Coffloiimlemefiiis (.wimtWlbtt fUft 

labour «tU> 00 aUt^ttofc; tut t^ febenttiiiap is 

tbe 5S»aUHit4 of tiK iiMi» tin' 49oD, in it tfm 

j(Mt not Do mipuno^lt. tlioa, ito» tb? (On, tioj^ m 
%9,muK,tW matt feciiaot, no^ tH? m«iO-'(rd)dnt,tio^ 
tbp c«itteU,no^tiipllrati(|ertlHit t0tDM)tiit^r QOteis; 
Mtti6r'Dateiir tlie )ld>ttl»maOr^licn rniO tart^, 
tl)e fea* ano an t^t in t^ id. ano teflcO tt)e fe- 
bcnt^ DaF, mnXopt lift )14)iRI9U((rrO tl^^b* 
batDOar, imD Wotneli tt» 

Qj^ JFAjT « required tn thefimrth CvmmMtdement f 

A. The fourth Commuidemencrequirech the keeping 
hbiy CO God fuch fet time as he hath appointed in his 
word, exprdfeiy one whole day in (even, to be a hoty 
Sabbath to hiinfelf. 

Q. which dsj if the [even h/tth Ctd affmttd t$ be the 
mtklj sM4tb f 

A, From the beginnti^ of the World to the Refuc- 
leAion of Chrift , God appointed thefeventh day of the 
week to be the weekly Saobath : and the firft day of the 
week ever iince^to continue to the end of the world> 
which is the Chriftiin Sabbath. 

Q^ How ts tfje SMsth u he StoSfified? 

A The Sabbath is to be fan^iHed by a holy refting 

all that day, even from fuch worldly imploiments aad le* 

creations as are law&U on other daies, and fpending 

the whole time in the publike and private exercifes of 

Gods worfliip, except fo much as is to be taken up in 
the worksofncccflity and mercy. Qi^tvhit 
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Q^ Whit isfwliidm h thefeuHhCmmiiJmm f 
A, The fouith Commandeincntforbiddabche Ofiu{^ 
fion or careTeiTe perferaiMce of the duties required, and 
thepro&ning the day byidlenefTe, or doing thac wbkh 
is in icfelf (inliill, or by unnece<&ry thoughts, words, or 
works about worldly imploimencs or recreations. 

Q, Whit art thttix»f*m Mmxtdmhcfmth Ctmmm- 
iemtmf 

A. The Realbns annexed to the ^rth Coomittide* 
nient are, Gods allowing us fix daies of the week for oar 
own imploiments, his challenging a fpeciall propriety in 
the (eventh, liis own example, and his blefling the Sab- 
bath day. 

Qj, which is the fifth Cwimsndemm < 

A. The fifth Commandementis (] l^omWIt ll ^ ptot^Kt 

«iD t)|p motiyer : t^t tbp l)ai(jy ma? be long niMi 

Qj^ Whatisreqmredtnthe fift CemmtMtmeMi 
A. The fifth Commandement requireth the preferving 
the honour, and performing the duties, belonging co 
every one in their feverail places and relations, as Superi* 
ourc, Inferiours, or Equals. 
Qs, What IS forbidden tn the fifth CtmmMdtmtntf 
A> The fifth Commandement forbiddeth the ntAtOt* 
ing of, or doing any thing againft tiie honour and duty 
which belongeth to every one in their feverail places 
and relations. 

Qjyhat u tfaKetfutMtuxed tithe fifth Cimmmdmmf 
A» The Reafon annexed to the fifth Commande- 
ment is aptomife of long life and profperity (as bur at 
it (hall fervefor Gods glory, and their afwngood)to all 
fuch as keep this Cominaadement, 

C » Ciwhich 
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Qj, fyiid it the fixti C»»meMitmmt ? 

A, The fixeb CommawiemcM is C^PlOUMtOOt 

Q^ iVbit ure/juirediMthe fixth CemmMOimut f 
A, The fixch Comaundetnenc requircch all law&U 
MliJcavours to prelerve our own tife^and che life ol others. 
Q^ Wlm uftrhtddcM m the fixth Cmmmndtmeist f 
A, The Axch Commindemenc forbid<feth che cake- 
tog away of our own life, or che life of our neighbour 
imjuHly: and whacfoever cendech chereiinco. 
Qj, Whuh u the ItvembCtnmumitmem f 
A., The fevench Commandemens is C 1P|M Qlidt 

not commit adultcirO 

Qg, IVist itrefMredtnthefeveHthCMimMdamntf 
ji. The (evench Commaademenc requirech che pre- 

fervatiofi of our own and our neighbours ciiiftiqr» in 

heart, fpeecb, and behaviour. 

Q. ivhdt u fkhtddem m thejevemh C«mm4»Jalkm f 
if. The fevench Commandbmeiic focbiddech all un- 

cfaaft chougfacsywofd^aod a^ons. 
Qg^ Ifl^h it the eight CamuMdemef^? 
A. The eight Commtodemenc is CiPlOn Mt Ml 

Qs, iVhMisHqiSrediitibedgkCmmMidmiitt? 

A* The eight Conunandement requireth the hwfaU 
ptooiring, and furthering the wealth and oucward efiaie 
of our fcives, and others. 

Qj^ Wht isf»hiddm in the eight ComtmfiidemeMt f 

A* The eight Comnandement fbrbiddeeh whacfo- 
ever doth, or may uniuftty hinder ourown^orour netgli* 
bouts wealdi, or outwara eftate. 

Qg. Whi€h iethetiimk Cemmmdemmf 

A. The 
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A. Hieninth Ceiomindemett is^ T ttlMRI ftrf» m± 

Q^ Wh^i ts rtqmredm the ninth Cwnmutiantm > 
A. The ntoth Commandement requireth the main- 
caining and promocing of truth between man and man^ 
and ot our own and our neighbours good name, efpecially 
in witneiTe bearing. 

Q^ WhAt is f midden in the ninth Cmmmdement ? 

A. The ninth Commandement forbiddethwhatfoever 
IS prejudiciail to truth, or injurious to our own, or our 
neighbours good name. 

Qj, Wbtch ii the tenth Commandement i 

A. The tenth Commandement is, C^^PIOtt dlftlt nOt 

cobet tl)pnct8^oiir0||Otire) tiyoo Mt not coDertto 
Ceniant>no» l)i0 ojce»nQ^ W afff , tio^ anp tl^tog t^eit ift 

Q^ Whsx ts retjniredia the temh Ccmmandemem ? 

A. The tench Commandement requireth full content* 
ment with our own condition, with a right and charitable 
frame oF tpirit toward our neighbour, and all that is his. 

Q^ Vl^Mt ufenthiddtm im the tenth Cnmtamiimem f 

A. Thetenth Commandement forbiddeth alldifcon* 
tentment with our own edate, envying or greeving at the 
good of our neighbour, and all inordinate motions and 
aiie£tionsto any thing that is his. 

Q^ts 4mj man dbk ferfedlj to keef theCommen/ements 
of Cod/ 

A. No meer man fince tlie Bdl, is able in this liFe,per'- 
fe£tly to keep the Commandements of God, but doth 
daily break them in thought,word^and dttd. 

Q^ K^re gBifdnJgrepons 0f the L aip eqnaSj kt(nom f 

C 3 i^.Some 



A, Somefinsinthemfelves, and by reifon of fevenll 
aggravations, are more heinous intbefighc of God then 
othen« 

Q^Whti doth every liatkferve * 

A. Evetv fin defervcth oods wrttb,and car(e, bochia 
this li[e,ana that which is to come. 

Q^ Whu d^bS^d reqtareef m, tbit m wnj efe^ifi Hi 
vrdtb 4mdatrfe/lii€ tt utftr pn f 

%^, To efcape the wrath and curfeof God due tons 
f<Mr (ill, God requireth of us Faith in Jefus Cbrift, Repen* 
Cance uocolife, with the dihgent ufeot all the oucwaid 
meanes, whereby Ciuift coininunicatech (o us the bcoefiit 
of Redemption. 

Qi IVbMtsFMbmfeftffCbrtfi? 

A* Faith in Jefus Chrift is a faving grace, whereby we 
receive, and rell upon him alone for Salvacion, asheisot* 
fered to us in the Gofpel. 

Q^ WkA 1$ Repentduce wutfi tifc^ f 

A, Repentance unto life is a laving grace, whereby a 
(inner out ora trae fenfe of his fin, and apprehenfion of the 
mercy of God in Chiift, doth,with crietand hatred of hii 
fin, turn fioui it unco God, withfuUpurpoIe of, and en* 
deavour after new obedience. 

Q^ Wh^are the oativard means, wbereiy Cbriff emmm* 
Cttttb u us the benefits ef Re^mfiion ? 

K^ . The outward and ordinary means,whereby Chrill 
communicateth to us the benefits of Redemption, are^ his 
Ordinances efpecially the Word, Sacraments, and Pray, 
erjall which are made effedluallto the Eled for Salvation. 

C^ Hew is the Fyerdmadeefecf^sStafilvation f 

A, The Spirit of God maketh (be Reading, butefpe' 
cially the Pi:eaching ot the Word, an e&^hnU means of 

conviocing 
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incing md coavetting fionefs, and of btiitdiag tKem 

I lioUndle and comfoit through fakh unto fiilvttion. 

Q^ H»» ts the Wwdf ht ruit Mdbesrd, thtt ti majh- 

cyi. That Che Word may become effir^hiall to Salva- 
"^ tf0fi,we muft attend thereunto with dtIfgence,piepacation 
' ami prayer, receive it witii liuth and love, lay it up in our 
hearts, and praftife it in ouc lives. 
Q:, H9m dM the SMramms ieeme eftSiu^ muas if 

A, The Sacraments becone eiTeduall means of Sal- 

vation, not from any veitue in them, or in him that doth 

' <adminifter them, but oneljr by the blefling of Chrift, and 

ihe worlung of lib fpirit^ in them that by ^tb receive 

'them. 

Qt^Whaii4Sierimm^ 

A. A Sacrament is an holy Ordinance infticuted by 
Chrift, wherein, by (enfible Signes, Chrift and the be- 
nefits of the New Covenant are repre/ented^fealed, and 
'"applied CO Belceven. 

Q^Whicb AH the Surimtnts of the Hen Teftantnt f 

A. The Sacraments of the New Teftament are, Bap* 
cifme, and the Lords Supper* 

(^ Wh^t ts B4^ijme t 

A, Baptifme is a Sacrament, wherem the WaQitng 
with Water, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the (ioly Ghoft, doth fignifie and f<al our ingraft- 
ing into Chrift, and partaking of the bentfits o) the Co- 
venant of Grace, ana our ing^ement to be the Lords. 

Q;, T0 whom ts Bdftiftm to le admt/iifired.* 

A. Bapci(me is not to be admiittftred to any that are out 
of the Vifible Church, tiU t))ey profefTe their laich in 

«Cbnft 



Chrifttnd obedience CO hini^ but the infimts of fuch as 
are members of the Vifibfe Church are to bebapcifed. 

Qj^ fVAtt is I be Ltrds SMff» f 

A, The Lords Suppier is a Sacrament, wheietn^ by 
giving and rccetvtng Dread and W ine according to Chrifts 
appoincment, his death is (hewed forth ^ and the fvoithy 
receivers are, not after a corporal! and camall manner, but 
by faith made partakers of his Body and blood, with all 
bis benefits to chetr ipirituall noorifhment, and growth 
in grace. 

Q^hAbnifurti to tie wmly nemmigrftk Urit 
SMfferf 

^. It n icouired of them chat would worthily partake 
of the Lords Supper, that they examine thero/elves, of 
their Knowledge to difcem the Lords body , of their Faith 
CO feed upon him, of their Repentance,love, and new obe* 
dience % leafl;, coming unwocthily, they eac and drink 
judgement to themfelves. 

A. Prayer is an ofleringupof ourdefires coGod, kt 
thines agtenbtetohiswilT, mthcNameofChrift, with 
eGNBttffion of our fins, and chankfidl acknowledgement of 
his mercies» 

Qg, Wba nie Utb G^J given fer mifJinaknin frsjir f 

if. The whole Word of God b of nfe codired us in 
Pityer, but therpeciallruleofdiredion, is, that form of 
Prayer which Chrift taught his Difc^les, commonly 
called. Tie Utdr fr^jtr, 

Q^ Wka detkthe Preficeeftbe Uris Prsjer teach m ? 

A» The Prefaceof rfie Ix>rds Prayer.which is» [ tfhff 
dfat^ectO^tftftllHtt^lfn,] teachech us to draw near 
to God wnh all holy reveienGe, aodcoafideoce^ uchfl- 

dren 
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tjren lo a niher, able and ready cohelpiis , a„d that we 
(liould pray with and for others. i««. wc 

C^ Whttdoe tvcprdyfor in the prfi PttittM ? 

^. In thcfirft Petition, which is [i^allOlXltD bcfto 
aameO we pray, that God would enable us and othe« tS 
glorifichimin allthat whereby he malccth hiinfelf known, 
and that he would difpofc all things to hisown glorv 

Q^ IVbdt doe we fray fur in thejecpndeetititn > 

A. InthefccondPctition,whichi$, C Et)P ttoAont 
COltte.3 we pray that Satans Kingdom *a7bed3lZ: 
ed,and that the Kingdom of Grace may be advanced oar 
fclvcsand otbeK brought into it, and iept in it. and'ihat 
the Kingdom of Glory may be haftened. 

Qj, lYbadH weprajftrin thetbird Petititn f 

on eatt9> 89 tt t0 m QOmoJ we pray, that God by his 
grace would make us able and willing to know, obey and 
iubmit to his will m all things,as the Angels do in hqiven. 
Q^ Wim dee wefrtyfer in the fourth Petition f 
A. In the fourth Petiuon,which is,Celbf itf tbttHaP 
our Qmlp tKaD>3 we pray, that of Gods fttcguift we 
may receive a competent portion of the goodthuigs of 
this life,and enjoy his blefling with them . 
Qj. Whet doe m frojfor tm theffth Petition f 

J«]^W. a? tw imilS»m\m^%fi,'} wc w?y, that 

God forChrifls fake would freely paidon all our fins: 
which we ate the rather incouraged to ask, becaufebyfaa 
grace we are inabkd fipom the heait to ibigivc othcis, 
Q4 WbM doe we froj for in the fixth Petition f ( 

iJiiS^S^X^i^^^M^ iwin* not 



<iod would either keep us from beiiig rempted to Hn, or 
fup^ort and delivier us when we are tempted. 

Qj^ What doth tie C»»cl»ftti$ tfihe tAfh Prayer teach m f 
A. The Condufion of the Lords P»ayer, which is. 

Cfo^tbinettf t1)e btitgoom, anD t^e po)»er> aid) t^ 

giO^PJfb^ eDCV*(lm(n*3 teacheth us to take our incourage. 
ment in prayer from God only^and in our prayers topraife 
hiro,a(rcribing Kingdom,power,and glory to him : and in 
tellimony of our deiire and aiTurance co be heard, we iitir 

The ten C o M M A N o s M E N Ti« Exodus to. 

G€»d Cuakf all tJlKfe t»0)Djef,CMn8, J am tbe 
]L^lSl9t^p<0oD, t»l)(cl)4at)eb^otia^^oiiror 
t^e lattD of €qim^ out of tDe lyoure of bonDattr* 

I. ^liouQHilt^abf iiootl^evipDjBiWftttemef* 

I I. <^S>m (bait not mabf ttnto t^ am acabcn 
image, otanp UbmeflTe of any thing t^ is tobratoi 
abobe> 0^ tliat is to t^ tartl) btneatip, tttbatisio 
^ toatct unOer tije eactly ^ tt^mi (bait not boto botm 
tbpGrlftotbem, no^ ferbc tbem : fo^lt^ ium!» 
tbp <l&oD am 8 jealouflKSOD, bistimt tbe ftiioutoof 

tbe fatbeciBiniMntbe tbaO|;tn,tmto tlie tl^anOfowt^ 
generation Of tl|cm tbat |^e me : atib iamim meter 
tmto tboufonOjK of tDem tbat lobe me ano been mr 
iCommatibtmentje(» 

III. tCbou ibilt nottalie tbename of the it^ia 

8«jWejre tbat taHetb bus name (n ba&t. 

aJfr hSS'nSlPS *^ '*««»^^ bap to beep It boipt 
^^ bales; (bait tboulaboutftboaut^P^f bmtbi 

Vebcmb 
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in ic et)Ou(bAU not Do anp tm»lt> d)Ott, m tt)P Con, no) 
tt)pl>au34tct>t^p mmt^cttiant, no» % maiD^ fertiant, 
no^ t^p Mttm no^ i^ ibum%n tW » tott^tn ctnp 
autriB^: jf »> m Q< ^^^ ^^ ll^Eld maOe Ijeaum anO 
can!),tl)c rea,an1l all t^ac in tlyein is, anD reaeD tl^ f^ 

iiati naptanD ^aUol»eD it» 
y. l^onow t^ fatllKv and tlv motlKt: tiiat t|np 
be long ttpont^ land UM) tiK 7lil>tft9d 



(to ^oliwbctd t^* 

VI. 'Ct^ nmt not kflt 

VII. ^idott (bait not commit abtdtctr* 

VIII. <Cl|<»> (bait not ftraU 

IX. Cdou (bait not beat MfebMtnefl^asaMI tiff 

X. 'Cbou (bait not cobet tbp nei0|)bOQtiB( bonfe, 
tbou (bait not cobet tin? neigbbonctf t»tfe> no» ddH 
man (Mbant,nQ»b(fl( maid*fetbant>no» W oxtjm W 
ttXU, no^ anptljfos tbat istbptw(0^boQciBr« 

The Lords Prayir* Match.d. 

Ottte f atbet todi^ att (n iKd^rni, l^toeb be tbp 
0amei 'C^iUnolbomcome, Wn boOlbebone 
oneattb^itii$inl|eaben, <5ibe niftbiiSbap out bail? 
bieab, ainbfb>0e va ourbebtil, 9»m fo^sibeoue 
bebtetjf. ainbleabn0not(ntotemptatton,butbd(bet 
m^ftomebtt: f o^tdfne (dtde iUnsjbom.anO t^ pot»- 
rt,atibt^Slo^)fti|ebtv* 3men* 

D » The 



iofht ftaUoT 

Qtrfcr Itit 

Eicr tf 
ftk till ck 
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The CmBeo«. 



IBckevtlnSoitbe FMherAlmgttj^ mihnf iesven Md 
tMTth : Anitn It^m Cbrifi hk 9wetj Sm mt LerJ^ whicb^ 
wm e$pctivtd kj tit holj Cbofi, tern of the Yvrgin Sfirj^ 
fuffered under Pomim fiutt^ wmcrmcifiidp dead' and bmncd^ 
hidefcfffded imo Mt*^ the tbirddaj be reft Agein frmn the 
desd, he df^emkdime heaven^ andRneth e» the right hand of 
God the Fdthcr Almighty^ from tbenee he JbsO come to jtiago 
the auiek and the dead : I beliloe in the holy Chofi : the holy 
Caeholiko Chnrch, the commumm of Saints ^ she firgiVeneffo 
effinms^ thereftirreffionofthebody,andthe life overliving. 
Amen. 

SO much of every Qjeftioa^ both in the larger and 
(horcerCacechifioie^is repeiiEed intbe Aftfweriits makech 
every Anfwer an entire P^poiicion^ or fencence^mfflelf: 
to the end the Learner may raither impvove it upon all oc- 
cafions, for his increaie in knowledge and piety, even out 
of thecourfe<^caiechifing, as weUas in k* 

And albeit the fubfiince of the do^tne oomprtfed in 
that abridgement commonly called, The AfoftUs Creed,hc 
fully fet forth in each of the Catechifmes, lo as there is no 
neceffity of infertine the Creed it rdf, vet it is here an-, 
oexedy not as thougn it were compofed by the. Apoftles, 
or ought to be efteemed Canonicall Scriptore^as the ten 
Commandemems, and the LordsPrayer, ( mocb lefle a 
Prayer, as ignorant people have been apt to hiake both it 
and the Dec^gue,) but becaufe it is a brief fumme of the 
Chriftian faith, agreeable to the Word ofGod» and an- 
ciently received in the Churches of Chrift. 

CoaH B L I u t Buac a s Prolocutor pro tempore* 
Hbnkt Roboeough Scriba* 
Ax>OMiaA.M BrriBiD Scriba« 



THE FIRST CATECHISM 



PREPARED BY 



THE ASSEMBLY OF DIVINES AT WESTMINSTER. 

80 far 0$ it ia pnaerued in t/ie Minutes of tits Aaaembiy^ 



[3. Vnat is the rule of faith and obedience f^ 

The only rule of faith and obedience is the written Word of 
Gody contained in the Bible or the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament 

f4«] What special proof s are there that the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament are the very Word of God f 

The Scriptures are proved to be the very Word of God by their 
majesty and holiness of doctrine, and the fulfilling of the prophecies, 
by their exa^ong God and debasing man, and yet offering him 
sufficient means of comfort and salvation, and by their light and 
power in convincing and converting. 

5. Are all these proefs sufficient of themselves to persuade a man to 
believe that the Scriptures are the Word of Godf 

It is only the Spuit of God that makes any proo& eflfiectual to 
assure the soul of tfiis truth, that the Scriptures are the Word of 
God. 

6. What do the Scriptures teach us to conceive of God f 
God is a most glorious being, infinite in all perfections. 

7. Are there many Gods, or is there but one Godf 
There is but one God. 

8. Hintf many persons are there in the Godhead t 

There are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost \ and these three are but one God« 
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9. lithe Son equal with the Father in the CMheadf 

The Son of God, who is the only bq;otten of the Father from all 
eternity, is tnie God, equal with the FaUier. 

10. Is the. Holy Ghost also Godj equal with the Father and the Son 9 

The Holy Ghost, who from all eternity proceeds fiom the Father 
and the Son, is also true God, equal with the Father and the Son. 

11. Hath God any body y or is lie to be seen with bodily eyes t 

God is a spirit, invisible, without body or bodily parts, not like a 
man or any other creature. 

12. ^ God contained in any one place in heaven or earth t 

God is everywhere, and fills both heaven and earth, yet is not 
contained in any place. 

13. What are we to believe concerning the power of Godf 

God is almighty, and can do all things ; nothing is too hard for 
Him. 

14. What are we to believe of the wisdom and knowledge of Godt 

God is most wise, knowing all things past, present, and to come, 
even the secrets of all hearts, and cannot be deceived. 

15. What are we to believe concerning the holiness of Godf 

God is most perfectly holy, and neither causeth nor alloweth any 
to sin. 

16. What an we to believe concerning the justice or righteousneu cf 
Godt 

God is always most just in all thmgs, punishing all sin, either 
in the nnner or in Christ die surety. 

17. What are we to believe concerning the goodness or mercy of Godt 

God is infinitely good and merciful, both in giving and 
forgiving fieely. 

18. What are we to believe concerning the eternity of Godt 

God is eternal, £rom everlasting to everlasting, having no 
beginning or end. 

19. Is God subject to any chastge or changeableness 9 

God is always the same unchangeably, notwithstanding the 
change in all other things. 
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20. IVAat are we to believe concerning the truth of Godf 

God is most trUe in all His woidSp paiticulariy in Hb promises 
and threatenings, and it is not possible for Him to lie. 

21. What are we to believe concerning the blessedness of God I 

God is in Himself most blessed, eveiy way and for ever ; neither 
can any creature add to His happiness or take anything from it 

23. Since you say God cannot be seen^ how do you know thctt there is 
a Godf 

I am sure there is a God because the things that are in the 
world could neither have their being nor their preservation, nor be 
ordered as they are, without God. 

33. Were all the things in the world made by Godf 

God by His word alone made the world and all things therein, 
both visible and invisible. 

24. 0/ what was the world made f 

The world and all things therein were made out of nothing. 

25. For what end was the world made f 

God made all things for Himself to His own glory. 

26. In what state and condition were the creatures made at first f 
God made all things very good and perfect in their kind. 

27. Hoiu is i/ie world preserved and ordered f 

The power and wisdom of God is that which preserveth and 
ordereth all things throughout the world, even to the least 

circumstances. 

38. In what estate was man at the first created f 

Man was created at the first in a very happy estate, after the 
image of God, and had dominion given hun over the creatures. 

39. Wherein stood God*s image in man f 

God's image in man stood chiefly in knowledge, righteousness, 
and true holiness. 

30. In what condition is man now by nature f 

Man is now naturally in a very miserable condition by reason ot 
sin and punishment for sin. 

3i« What is sin f 

Sin is the transgression of God's law. 



32. Hew came man to he sifrful t 

By the first man's eating the forUdden fruit ail mankind became 
sinful, being all conceived and bom in sin. 

33. How far are all men corrupted with sin 9 

All men have lost the image of God, and are by nature wholly 
corrupted with sin both in soul and body, being inclined to all evil 
and enemies to all good. 

34. tViat is tAe punishment due to sin f 

The punishment due even to the least sin is death, together 
with all curses in this life, and eternal damnation afterward. 

35. Wiat think you of your own sins : do they deserve such fumsh- 
mentf 

Even my sins deserve damnation and all other punishments 
whatsoever. 

36. ShaU ail sinners he punished aUke f 

They that are greater «nnerS| if they repent not, shall receive 
greater judgment 

[37O Why is our Scnriour called Christ t 

Our Saviour is called Christ, that is, Anointed, because He is 
set apart of God and perfecdy furnished for the oflBces of Propbet, 
Priest, and Ring to His Church. 



[38.] How did yesus Christ become man? 

Jesus Christ was conceived by the Holy Ghost and bom of the 
Virgin Mary. 

[39.] IVas Christ such a man as other men are f 

Christ had the same nature and common infirmities with other 
men, but otherwise was altogether without sin. 

[40.] What do you call the general company of those that are redeemed 
kf Christ f 

The whole company of those that are redeemed by Christ 
is commonly called the Holy Catholic Church. 

[41.] Whc are th^ that shall be saved by Christt 

Those only are saved by Christ that repent of thar sins and 
believe in Christ 
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[4d.] What is repentance t 

Repentance is a giace of the gospel whereby a sinnefi acknow- 
ledging his sins with sorrow^ shame, and hatredi turned) from all 
sin to God. 

[43.] Hew far ddh sin remain in those that truly repent f 

Those that truly repent have sin still dwelling in them, but 
they yield not up then^elves any more to be servants to obey it in 
the lust thereof. 

[44.] What is it to believe in Christ f 

To believe in Christ is to recdve Christ according to God's 
offer, resting on Him alone for pardon and all grace and salvation. 

[45.] What ground or warrant haveyou^ being « sinner^ to heUeve in 
Christ f 

The ground of my believing in Christ is God's ofGer of Him 
in His Word to me as well as to any other man, and His com- 
mandmg me to believe in Him, as well as to believe or to obey any 
other tlung in His Word. 

[46.] Howaretheyboundtoleadtheir lives who do believe in Christ $ 

They who bdieve in Christ are bound to serve God according 
to the rule of holiness and righteousness contained in tfie ten 
commandments. 

[47.] Which are thou ten commambnents f 

The ten commandments are those winch God spake, saying, 
<' I am the Lord,** &c. 

[48.] Which is the first commandment f 

The first commandment is contained in these words, ** Thou 
shalt have no other gods before Me.** 

[49. J What doth Ae first commandment require t 

The first commandment requires us to know, acknowledge, 
love, fear, trust in, call upon, obey, worship, and glorify the one 
only true God as God and as our God. 

[50.] What sins are forbidden by the first commandment t 

The sins forbidden in the first commandment are den3nng that 
there is a God, imagining more gods than one, not giving to the 
only true God that worship and glory that is due to Him, or giving 
it or any part of it to any other thing whatsoever. 
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[51.3 Which is the second cifmmandmeni f 

The second commandment is contained in these wordsy 
*' Thou shalt not make mito thee," &c. 

[53.] What sins are forbidden in the second commandment f 

The sins forbidden in the second commandment are all 
devising, using, approving any religious worship not appointed by 
God Himself, and particulaTly all representing Him by anv image 
or resemblance, or worshipping it or Him by it, and neglecting any 
of that worship which He hath enjoyned. 

C53.] Which is the third commandment f 

The third commandment is contained in these words, '^ Thoa 
shalt not take the name," &c. 

[54.] WhcU doth the third commandment require f 

The third commandment requires the reverent and right using 
of God's titles, attributes, Word, ordinances, and works. 

[55.] Which is the fourth commandment f 

The fourth commandment is contained in these words» 
** Remember," &c. 

[56.] WheU doth the fourth commandment require t 

The fourth commandment requires that one whole day of 
seven be in all ages kept holy to the Lord, which day under the 
Old Testament was the last day of the week, and under the New 
Testament is the first, called the Lord's Day, 



Note.— The fint two <|iiestioiis and their answers, as well as the third 
question, are not recorded in the minutes. The questions from 5 to 56 ate 
numbered in the minutes, but 29 was related for 30, and this error, which was 
continued to the end of the enumeration, u here corrected. AU additions in this 
reprint are included in square brackets. 
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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT. 



THE Westminster Assembly of Divines met on the ist July, 1643, 
being summoned by the two Houses of Parliament to advise as 
to a further and more perfect reformation in the Liturgy, 
Discipline, and Government of the Church of England. They 
proceeded at once to the revision of the XXXIX. Articles. When 
die Commissioners sent by the Church of Scotland took their 
seats (Henderson and Gillespie on the 14th September, and 
Rutherford and Baillie on the aodi November), a wider field of 
labour was placed before them. They were required to prepare 
creeds and directories, not for the Church of England only, but for 
die Churches of Christ in the three kingdoms, so as to bring diem 
into the nearest conjunction and uniformity in religion, church 
government and pubHc worship, and catechising. The work was 
still to be carried on by way of advice to the English Parliament ; 
no addition was made to the membership of the Assemblies on behalf 
of the Churches of Scotland and Ireland, the Commissioners from 
Scotland having only the right to sit in the Assembly and deliberate, 
but not to vote. The documents which are to-day the authoritative 
standards of the English-speaking Presbyterian Churches of the 
world were prepared by an Assembly of English Divines, men who 
were episcopally ordained clergymen of the Church of England. 
That Qiurcfa was yet undivided. The members of the Assembly 
represented the different views of doctrine and order that were enter* 
tained within it Many of the prelatic party who were nominated 
by Parliament declined to attend the Assembly, but others of them 
took the required oath, and assisted in the deliberations of the 
Assembly, at least for a time. The views of separation entertained 
by the Brownists were at this time so modified that ministers of 
Independent tenets held livings within the Church of England. They 
were represented by the seven dissenting brethren in the Assembly. 
The great majority of the members held Presbyterian views of Church 
polity, and were the successors of the Puritans, who formed a 
considerable body in the Church of England from the time of the 
Reformation. They had all along been working for a more 
primitive organisation of the Church, and a freedom from the 
piactices and priestiy robes borrowed from the corrupt Roman 
Church. In the days of Elizabeth they had instituted a voluntary 
Presbyterian organisation within the Church, and they had often 
suflfered in her d^ys, and during the reigns of James and Charles, for 
refusing to carry out the practices or wear the robes enjoined by the 
prelates. 
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To the Assembly were added three ministers of the Reformed 
Church of France, two of whom ministered in London, and the third 
at Qmterbury. The four learned divines of the Church of Scotland 
rendered great service in the deliberations. 

The Revision cS the XXXIX. Articles being laid aside, the 
Assembly proceeded to the preparation of new Articles of Religion. 
On the 3oth August, 1644, a Committee was appointed to draft the 
Articles ; they submitted their first report on the 7th July, 1645, and 
continued their labours till the 4th December, 1646, when the 
document was completed. It was sent to Pa:rliament on the 7th of 
the same month as '' The humble Advice ot the Assembly . . • 
Concerning a Confession of Faith." Six hundred copies were 
ordered to be printed for the use of Parliament and Assanbly. 
The discussions during the preparation of this document determineid 
the doctrine, the order in which it was stated, and tibe terms to be 
employed in expressing it 

The preparation of a Catechism was put by the Assembly, in 
December, 1643, into the hands of Herbert Palmer, then Master of 
Queen's College, Cambridge, and fiamous as the best catediist in 
^gland. A year after, nothing having been submitted to the 
Assembly by Mr. Palmer, the following members were Jcnned to 
him for hastening the Catechism: — Stephen Marshall, B.D., the 
illustrious preacher; Antony Tuckney, B.D., afterwards Master of 
St John's, Cambridge, and Divinity Ftofessor ; Matthew Newcomen, 
M.A., of Dedham, Essex; and Thomas Hill, D.D., afterwards 
Master of Emanuel, and then of Trinity, Cambridge, and for some 
time Vice-Chancellor of the University. 

Two months having expired, and no report being presented, the 
Assembly added to the Committee, Edward Reynolds, D.D., 
afterwards Dean of Christ Church, Osdbrd, and ViceChancellor of 
the UniversiQr, and then, having conformed, Bishop of Norwich ; 
and Philip Dehn^, of the Reformed French Church, Canterbunr. 
Strengthened by such a band of co-workers, Mr. Palmer still sud- 
mitted nothing to the Assembly ; so on the lath May it was ordered 
Uiat the Committee do meet ^^ihis afternoon." This had the desired 
effect : on the next day Mr. Palmer submitted a report, the substance 
of which is not given ; but from the debate, reported at some length 
in the minutes, it appears, as Dr. Mitchell suggests, to have been 
somewhat like the Direction prefixed to hb own Catechism, which 
Dr. Mitchell has happily re-issued in his '< Catechisms of the S^»nd 
Reformation," and so made accessible to all. Mr. Palmer's method 
was to have a double set of questions and answers. The answers 
of the first set were each to contain a complete statement <rf the 
truth, independent of the question, as it is in tiie Shorter Catechism. 
The second set of questions and answers were to break up the 
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statements in the first set by a series at questions answered by a 
Yes or No. The method will be apparent if we quote the first 
two main questions and their subsidiary questions as found in Dr. 
Wallis's « Explanation of the Shorter Catechbm/' after Mr. Palmer's 
method, published in 1648. 



Q. I. fV^ is the chief end 
0/Manf 

Is it to seek himself, or 
make himself great? 

Otj To enjoy the profits or 
pleasures of the World ? 

Or^ Is it to glorifie God, 
and enjoy him for ever ? 

Q. 2. What rule hath God 
given to direct us hew we 
may glorifie and enjoy 
himf 

Can we receive sufficient 
directions from our own wis- 
dom, or the light of nature ? 

Ory From Gods works of 
Creation and Providence 
only? 

Or, Is the Word of God 
the only Rule ? 

Or, Must we daily expect 
new Revelations from 
Heaven? 

Is that the Word of God 
which is contained in the 
Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament? 

Or, Somewhat else ? 



No. 
No. 
Yes. 



No. 

No. 
Yes. 

No. 



Yes. 
No. 



A. I. Mans chief end is to 
glorifie God 0, and to enjoy 
him for d ever, a i Cor. 10. 
31. JRom. II. 36. b Psal. 
37. 94 to the end. 



A. a. The Word of God, 
which is contained in the 
Books of the Old and New 
Testament c, is the only Rule 
to direct us how we may 
glorify and enjoy him d. c 
2 TUm. 3. 16. Eph. 2. 20. 
d 1 Joh. I. 2, 3, 4. 



The first to open the debate was Samuel Rutherford, who 
approved of Palmes meUiod. He suggested that the second set 
of questions should be printed in smaller type^ and that the feeding 
of the lambs should be in the plainest and easiest way ; he doubted 
whether every minister understood the most dexterous way to 
catechise. 

Stephen Marshall did not approve of introducing the second set 
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into ihe Catechism; he would have the method explained in the 
preface, and if the questions were printed diere it should be as a 
Directorv. 

\inniam Bridge said there were two ends of catechising, 
increase of knowledge^ and test of knowledge, and for the latter end 
the answers should not be by Yes and No. 

Alexander (Hllespie liked the method proposed. If ministers 
did not need help^ heads (rf £unilies did, and it was well to give 
them an example of catechising. 

Dr. William Gouge thought that only things questioned needed 
enlargement, and not every point in religion. In catechising, 
ministers must^ like doctors, observe the patient 

Charles Herle would have Yes or No to be the first word of the 
answer, but more should be expressed. 

Lazarus Seaman distinguished between a Catechism and cate- 
chisins[. It was too much to prescribe a form to the minister in 
catechising. The answer should be formed, not to the knowledge 
that a child had, but to the knowledge the child ought to have. 

Dr. Edward Reynolds could not see that this was the best 
method. As a Directory, the Yes and No would be of no 
use. He advised to explain the method, with examples in the 
prefoce. 

Philip Ddm^ submitted that a Catechism was to present doctrine 
in the most familiar way, while catechising was to ascertain the 
knowledge of the partv catechised The experience of other 
Reformed Churches would be a hdp. 

Herbert Palmer had refrained from speaking because of his 
peculiar interest in the discussion. He was not satisfied with the 
result Others had to be dealt with beade children. 

It is evident that Mr. Pdmer had not a little difficulty with hb 
Committee. The only support he obtamed from them was from the 
Scottish Commissioners, who had a place on all the Committees ; 
Marshall, Reynolds, and Delmtf were opposed. And the Assembly 
apparentiy approved that the Catechism should have no modd of 
catechising incorporated with it 

The Committee proceeded to draft a Catechism. The Assembly 
spent five days in August, 1645, ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ rested from it for more 
than a year. On S^tember 14th, 1646, the third answer dealing 
with the rule of faith and obedience was decided upon. No record 
of the first two questions is found in the minutes, llie discussion of 
the draft Catechism proceeded until 4th January, 1646-7. Ten days 
after, a motion by Mr. Vines, which was accepted by the Assembly, 
arrested the work of the Committee. It was Oraered that the 
Committee on the Catechism do prepare a draft of two Catechisms 
more larger and another more brief— in which they are to 
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have an eye to the Concession of Faith, and to the matter of the 
Catechism aheady bq^n. As this mifinished Catechism is an 
important step in die preparation of the two Catechisms we possess, 
I have taken it out of the minutes in its final form, and printed it at 
page 91. 

On the 14th April, 1647, the Committee made thdr first report 
on the Larger Catechian, ajid this document engaged the attention 
of the As^mblj until the sand October fcUowmg, when it was 
agreed that the Prolocutor, attraded by the whole Assembly, should 
take the completed work up to bodi Houses of Parliament 

As the Assembly was appnMuliing the completion of the Larger 
Catechism th^ resolved (5th August, 1647) to proceed at once with 
the Shorter, ud appointed a Committee to prepare a draft. This 
was composed of Charles Herle, the Prolocutor of the Assembly ; 
Thomas Temple, D.D. ; John L^htfoot, D.D. ; John Greene, M.A. ; 
and Philip Ddmif ; with Herbat Palmer as Chairman. Mr. Pahner 
presented only one report firom this Committee, four days after its 
appointment Edmund Calamy, B.D., and Stanley Gower were 
then (9th August) added to the Committee, (te the following day 
the report was presented by Dr. Temple. On the 13th O^^ber, 
1647, the Assembly resolved that the papers which concerned the 
Assembly that were in Mr. Pahner's hands be sought for and 
brought to the Assembly. Mr. Pahner, after a short illness, had died 
at the early age of forty-su. The Assembly on the 19th October 
app<»nted a new Committee to prepare die Shorter Catechism, 
consisting of only tfiese three membm : Antony Tuckney, B.D., 
Minister of St Michael's Quern, Lmidon, and Master of Emanuel 
College, Cambridge ; Stephen Marshall, B.D., of Finchmgfield ; and 
John Ward, of Ipswich ; with the help of the only Commissioner from 
Scotland remaining in the Assembly, Sunuel Rutherford, Professor 
of Divinity m the New CoUq^e, St iMdrews. Adoniram BjrfieU, 
one of the scribes, was instracted to write in the name ot the 
Assembly to Cambridge to ^ Mr. Tuckney excused, on account 
ct the special emjdoyment imposed upon him by the Assembly. 
To these four men, and especially to the Convener, Mr. Tucknqr, 
do we owe the production of the Shorter Catechism. I wish I could 
accept the suggestion of Dr. Mitchell that the Catechism has 
** unmistakeable evidence of its having passed through the alembic 
of Dr. Wallis, the great mathematician ;** but, unhappily, he was not 
instructed to atteml the Committee until the work was practically 
done, and this instruction wodd not have been given had he been 
afaready in attendance. Mr. Tuckney brought up the reports of the 
Committee on October aist, S5th, aSth, 29th, November ist, snd, 
and 8th, and on these days it was debated in the Assemblv. On the 
9th November Comdhis Surges, D.D., and Daniel Cawdreyf M.A 
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were added to the Committee for reviewing the Catechism, no doubt 
in relation to the discussions that had taken place; and Mr. Wallis, 
Assistant Clerk of the Assembly, was ordered to attend the 
Committee. The revbion was considered on the two following days, 
and on the 15th November was read as far as the fourth 
commandment, and, being approved, was ordered to be transcribed. 
The Committee were requested to prepare a preface to the 
Catechism. On the following day Mr. Tuckney reported on the 
remainder of the Catechism, and, siher reading, it was ordered to be 
transcribed. The addition of the Commandments, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Apostles' Creed was considered. Philip Nye 
dissented from the resolution to include the Creed, and he was 
joined in his dissent by William Rajmer, William Greenhill, Thomas 
Wilson, and Thomas Valentine. The difference of judgement in 
regard to the Creed caused the Assembly to add some members to 
the Committee, for arriving at an agreement These were Adoniram 
Byfield, William Rayner, Philip Nye, Thomas Case, Richard Vines, 
and Stanley Gower. A small committee, consisting of Thomas 
Wilson, Dr. Thomas Temple, and Edmund Calamy, B.D., were 
requested to submit the preCsice on the following morning. The 
difference as to the Creed was settled by inserting the explanation of 
the words ''he descended into hell" in the margin ; and the preface 
or rather postcript was adopted. In tihe earlier editions of the 
Catechism, and in those printed with the Confession of Faith, this 
postcript is to be found, though not in the American editions. 

A message was prepared oy a committee to be addressed to the 
Houses of Parliament when the Catechism was carried up. On 
Thursday, 35th November, 1647, tiie House of Commons was 
informed that divers divines of the Assembly were at the door. 
They were called in, and the Prolocutor delivered the Catechism 
and addressed the House. On the following day (26th November) 
the Catechism was carried to tiie Lords. Each House thanked the 
Assembly for its care and pains in ttus matter. It was ordered that 
600 copies be printed, under the care of Mr. Byfield, for the use of 
the Members of Parliament and of Assembly, and that Scripture 
proofs be affixed in the margin of the Catechism. 

While still reviewing the proofs of the Larger Catechism, the 
Assembly began to debate those of the Shorter (snd March, 1647-8), 
the same Committee that had prepared the proofs for the one 
Catechism bringing up proofs for the other. The debate on the 
proofs continued on the 3rd, 6th, Sth, 9th, xoth, and X3th March ; 
and on the lath April it was resolved that the proofs be accepted, 
transcribed, and sent to Parliament This was done on the 14th 
April, 1648, when the Speaker of the Commons thanked the 
divines, and ordered 600 to be printed, witii the proofe in the 
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margin, for the use of Parliament and the Assembly. The Shorter 
Catechism was accepted by Parliament ¥rithout the suggestion of 
any modification. 

They took exception to some expressions in the Larger Cate- 
chism, and they made some alterations in chapter xx. of the 
Confession of Faith, omitted portions of chapter xxiv., and the wh<de 
of chapters xxx. and xxxL* 

Parliament resolved that the title should nm thus: ''The 
Grounds and Principles of Religion contained in A Shorter Cate- 
chism/^ &c. On the 35th September, 1648, they ordered it to be 
printed and published under the care c^ the Qerks of the Assembly. 
A copy of this first issue exists in the Library oi the University of 
Edinburgh. I have not seen it in any other Library that I have 
consulted. 

The key to the method followed by the Committee in the 
preparation of the Catechisms is to be found in the motion of Mr. 
Vines adopted by the Assembly on 14^1 January, 1646-7, that the 
Committee, in preparing drafts of two Catechisms, should have an 
eye to the Confession of Faith, and to the matter ojf the Catechism 
already begun. 

A comparison of the Confession with the Catechisms will clearly 
show that in their drafting the Committee kept a very constant eye 
on the Confession. First they excluded certain Confessional subjects 
from the Catechisms. Chapter xvi., Of Good Works, is omitted, 
though references to the doctrine of the Confession are to be found 
in the Catechisms. The following diapters are omitted : — ^xx., Of 
Christian Liberty and Liberty of Conscience; xxil. Of Lawful 
Oaths and Vows ; xxiii., Of the Civil Magistrate ; xxiv., Of Marriage 
and Divorce^ xxvL, Of the Communion of Saints; xxx., Of Churai 
Censures ; and xxxi., Of Synods and Councils. 

The order in which tfie subjects are taken up in the Shorter 
Catechism is the same as that in the Larj^er, except that Faith and 
Repentance have their more logical position in the second divisiixi 
of the Shorter Catechism, which deals with the duty required of man, 
instead of being placed beside Justification, Adoption, aiid Sanctifica- 
tion as in the first division of tiie Laiger Catechism, which deals 
with what man is to believe concerning God. 

The Larger Catechism follows tiie order of the Confes$ion» with 
two exceptions, (i) The doctrine of the Church and its privilq;es 
appears earlier, being connected with the work of the Redeemer ; 
^2) the relations of t^ievers to Christ at and after death are placed 
in the first section, where the privil^es of believers are specified, 
instead of at the end. 

* Theie modifications are indicated in aa edition of tlie Conf cssioo which I 
piepaicd for the FKtb|teri«n Publication Conmlttef, Loadon. 
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With these exceptions, the doctrines of our £Euth are dealt with 
in the same order in both Catechisms as in the Confession. 

But the connection between the three documents is still more 
cIos6. The Larger Catechism is a longer document than the 
Confe^<»i: this is due to the requirements of an advanced 
Catechism, many of the subjects bdng more subdivided, and some 
secondary and more practical aspects of the doctrines being intro- 
duosd which were not included m the Confession. Where identical 
matters are treated of in the three documents it is in almost identical 
language. I print three illustrations of this identity of language, — 
the first three I fixed on when comparing the documents, and not 
selected because they suited my purpose. 

Everyone who has looked with care into the answer to ^' What is 
God?" has been surprised at the marvellous compactness and 
comprehensiveness of that wonderful statement Several touching 
stories are told of its authorship and the conditions under whidi it 
was prepared, but, we fear, they are all apocryphal To Tuckney, 
Marshall, Ward, and Rutherfoid we are indebted for this as for the 
other answers in the Catechism. There is, however, no statement 
in die Catechism that is not to be found in the two earlier docu* 
ments. By the use cl a different type for each of the three 
documents, and printing the statements alongside of each other, the 
correspondences and differences are at once apparent Statements 
in the L^^er Catechism that are additional, or are made firom a 
different pomt of view than that taken in the Confession, are endosed 
in square brackets. 

GOD. 

1. Coof. ii. 1.— ThereifllmtOQeonlj, liTisfuidtniaGM; wlioifiiiliaiteiii 
s. L. Cat 7* S<— There is bnt one only, the living uid Cnie Cod. infinite in 

J. S. Cat, 4»j. — TkinishtiaMimlyitksii9it^mklirmG0eL imfittHiim 

1. Mng and perfection, a inoit sue spirit, iaririble^ 

2. being, [glory, Meucdnew] and pcrfectioos; God u a spirit, 
J. his beiM£, Gmiit • tpMit 

1 witbont body, paito or pasriom, inumfeible, imaim i ws eternal, 
8. unchangeable! eternal, 

J. umkof^guibU^ iUrmU 

1. ineonprehemlUe, almighty, moit wise, most holy, moat tee, most absolnfte* 
J. ta ffMft p rehentible, almigh^, most wiie, most holy, 
J. (mkssMtgtJpmetf mtJd&Mv, koUtuu^ 

L working all things according to his immniable and liglileoaf will, far his 

3. [all snmdcnti ererywhere present, knowing all things,] 

1. own glory, most loring, gndons, mncifid, long safeiag, abondant ia 
s. most grsdoQS, meicifnl, long suffering abandaat ia 

1. goodness and tnltf^lotgiTilviniq1li^|tr•liV«■ion, and sia; tiwvawudirol 
S. foodntttsaadtmtli, 
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1. them Uiat dlUgentiy seek him; and withal most Imt and terrlUa In hit 
s. most just 

1. Jndgmenti^ hatiog all lin, and wlio will hj no means clear the gnfli^. 

THE REDEEMER. 
1. Conf. viU. 2.-^ The 8ooof God, 

3. L. Cat 361 37wThe Lord Jena Christ, who, hein^ the eternal Son of God, 
S* & Cat. II, M^—Tki Lordjuus Christy wJb, Mng the eUmai Sm of God^ 

1. the eecond penon ol the Trinity, hefaig vei/ and efeemal <3od, of one 
a. of one 

1. sahelance and eqnal with the Father, did^ when the fnlnesi of time waa 
s. tabetance and equal with the Father, in the fulness of time, 

1. come, take npon him man's nature, with all the essential poperties 
3. became man by taking to himself a true body and a 

J. became man fy taking io himself a true body ami a 

1. and coimnion InfttmitieB thereof, yet without sin : being conceived by the 
9. leasonable soul, [and bom of her] yet without sin :. being conceived hf the 
J, reasomable somlf med bom of hetf yet without sin : being conceived iy the 

1. power ol the Holy Ghost in the womb of the Virgin Mary of her snbetancei 
3. power of the Holy Ghost in the womb of the Virgin Maiy of her substance 
3. power of the Hofy Ghost in the womb of the Virgin Mary 

1. So that two whole perfect and distinct natures, the Godhead and the 
3. in two entire distinct natures, and so was and 

3. in two distinct natures^ and so was and 

1. manhood, were insepaiably Joined together in one person, without converriOD, 
3. continues to be God and man, and one person for ever« 

J, conti$$ueth to be God and man^ and one person for nw, 

1. composition, or confosion. Wiiich penon is very God and veiy man, yet 

1. one Christ, the only Mediator between God and man. 
3. the only Mediator of the Covenant of Grace. 

J. the onfy Redumer of Godts elect, 

REPENTANCE UNTO LIFE. 

1. Conf. XV. 1, 2. — ^Repentance unto life is an evangelical graee, the doctrine 
3. L. Cat. 76.-*Repentance unto life is a [saving] grace, [wrou|^t in 
^. S* Cat, 8s ''^Repentance unto Hft is a saving grace^ 

1. whereof is to be preached by every minister of tlie Gospel, as wdl as that of 
8. the heart of a sinner by the Spirit and Word of GodJ 

1. fUth in Christ By it a sinner, out of the sight and sense, not only of 
a. whereby out of the sight and sense, not only of 

^. whereby a sinner out of a [true'] sense 

1. the danger, bnt also of the iiltliiness and odjopsness of liis sins, as contrary 
3. the danger, but also of the filthiness and odiousness of his sins, 
3. 4^ his sinst 
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1. to the holy natue and rigfateoiis law of God, and npon the appreh e nrion of 
s. and upon the apprehensioii of 

J« and a^^hmsion of 

1. hit mercy in Christ to rach as are penitent, sogxievesfarand 

2. God's mercy in Christ to such as are penitent, be so grieves for and 
J. the merty of God in Christy doth with grief and 

1. hates hissins,as to tarn from them all nnto God, pniposlng 

3. hates his sins as that he tarns from them all to God, purposing 
J. hatred of his sin turn from it unto God^ with full purpose 

1 and endeavonring to walk with him In all the ways of his 

a. and endcaTonring [constantly] to walk with him in all the ways of [new 
J. and endoavour after nno 

1. eommaadments 

2. obedience.] 
J. oMienci, 

If we try to trace the sources of the Shorter Catechism, we cannot 
go outside the two earlier documents. The lines of Mr. Vines' 
modon were stricdy adhered to. The Committee did not go beyond 
the Confession of Faith. It is the stem out of which grew two 
branches — ^the Larger and the Shorter Catechisms. And of these 
the Shorter Catechism bears ''the ripest fruit of the Assembly's 
thought and experience," as Dr. Mitchell so happily says. No 
doubt there are agreements in order and similarities in wording with 
the Shorter Catechism in the numerous catechisms of the first half 
of the seventeeth century. But these are inddental to dealing 
with the same doctrines, from the same point of view, and in 
systematic order. 

One characteristic of the Shorter Catechism has not been 
sufficiently recognised in the past It is a statement of personal 
religion. It appeals to the individual sinner, and helps die indi- 
vidual believer. This is true also to a large extent of the Larger 
Catechism, but the Church in it sometimes takes the place of 
the individual. Thus we read in the Answer to Question 86 of the 
Larger Catechism: ''The communion in glory with Christ, which the 
members of the invisible Church enjoy immediately after death, is, in 
that their souls are made perfect in holiness," &c. ; whereas the 
Answer to Question 37 in the Shorter says; " The souls of believers 
are at their death made perfect in holiness," &c.* The Church is 

* A remarkable instance of the personal bearing of the Shorter Catechism 
is given by Wilson in his History of Dissenting Churches in London, &c., in 
connection with the Rev. Thomas Doolittle, a famous catechist, and the author of 
three Expositions of the Catechism. He says ^vol. iii., p. ip5) : ** Mr. Doolittle took 
great delight in catechising, and urged mmisters to it, as having a special 
tendency to propagate knowledge, to establish young persons in the truth, and to 
prepare them to read and hear sermons with advantage. Accordingly, evei^ 
Lord's Day, he catechised the youth and adults of the congregation ; and this 
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not mentioned in the Shorter Catechism^ except incidentally in one 
answer, where it saysi *' Baptism is not to be administered to any 
that are out of the visible Church, till they profess their fisuth in 
Christ, and obedience to him, but the inCuits of such as are 
members of the visible Church are to be baptised." 

Nowhere else can be found so plain and simple, yet so complete, 
a statement of Scripture doctrine as it was understood by Augustine 
and Calvin, by Knox and Usher, and by Chalmers and Hodge, 
as in this Shorter Catechism. This has been recognised on every 
hand. The Baptists early adopted it, modifying the statement as to 
paedobaptism to suit their creed. Charles Spurgeon prepared, some 
years ago, such an edition. Even John Wesley, altering its state- 
ments as to the decrees of God, sin, and election, printed it for the 
use of his followers. In earlier days it was commonly used by the 
Congregationalists, and has not, we believe, fallen entirely into 
disuse among them. By the permission of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, a member of the Church of England, who highly values 
this compendium of Bible truth, presented to every Bishop present 
at the Council held this year at Lambeth, a copy of the Shorter 
Catechism. 

May I venture to hope that the issue of this &c-simile of the 
Assembly's authoritative edition may restore the text, which dirough 
these two himdred and Bfty ^ears has suffered, like all other firequenUy 
printed works. These prmters' errors will be seen by comparing 
any current edition with the text here printed of Questions la, 32, 
47, 58, 61, 69, and 98. They are not all of equal importance as 
modifying the sense of the statement, but they are all of importance 
to those who desire to have the correct text of a precious document 
which b placed next to the Bible by those who rightly imderstand 
its value. 

part of hii labours was attended with the happiest effects. Of this we have the 
tbllowing striking anecdote. The question for the evening bein^ 'What is 
eflfecCual calling?' the answer was ^ven in the words of the Assembly's 
Catechism. The answer being explained, Mr. Doolittic proposed that tlie 

Question should be answered by changing the words us and our into me and mj^, 
fpon this proposal a solemn silence followed. Many felt its vast importance 1 
but none had courage to answer. At length, a young man, aboat twenty-eight 
years of age, roie up, and, with every mark of a broken and contrite heart, was 
enabled to say, ' Effectual calling is the work of God's Spirit, whereby, convincing 
medt m^tin and miseiy, enlightening mj^ mind in the Knowledge of Christ, and 
lenewing m^y will, he did persuade and enable me to embrace Jesus Christ, fieely 
offered to ipm in the GospeL' The scene was truly affecting. The proposal of 
the question had commanded unusual solemnity. The rising up of the young 
man had created hi^^ expectations ; and, the answer being accompanied with 
proofs of unfeigned piety and modesty, the congre^tion was bathed in teais. 
Tills young man had been converted by being catechised, and, to his honour, Mr. 
Doolittle says, * Of an ignorant and wicked youth, he had become a knowing and 
ierioBS professor to Gwt gloiy and my much comfort.'" 
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EDITIONS OF THE SHORTER CATEGHISIL 

The humble | Advice | of the | Assembly | of | Divines, | Now hy 
Authority of Parliament | sitting at Westminster, | Concerning a 
Shorter Catechbme, Prejsented by them lately to both Houses | of 
Parliament | A certain number of Copies are Ordered to be Mnted 
only for the use of the Memjbers of both Houses and of the 
Assembly | of Divines, to the end that they may | advise Uiere- 
upon. I London, | Printed by A. M. | [1647.] 4^. pp. 23. 

The first edition of the Catechism here reproduced in fac-timile from the 
copy in the British Museum. [B.M. £. 417.1-] 

The Humble | Advice | of the | Assembly j of | EMvines, | Now by 
Authority of | Parliament, | sitting at Westminster, I Concerning | A 
Shorter Catechism : | lYesented by them lately to Doth j Houses of 
Parliament | Printed at London ; and Re-printed at Edmbuigh, by 
Evan Tyler, | Printer to the Kings most Excellent | Majestie. 

1647. ^* PP- 47* [B-M., 3506. df* II.] 

The humble | Advice | of die | Assembly | of | Divines | Sitting 
at I Westminster | Concerning a larger and a shorter ' Catechisme. | 
Reprinted at Edinburgh by Evan ']^ler. 1647. 4^. pp. 79. 

Facing vtift 1 is this authorisation : — " Edinbun;. St. Decemb. 1647. Post 
Meridiem, ft is appointed by the Commission of the uenerall Assembly, that 
eight hundred copies and no more of the Advice of the Assembly of Divines at 
Westminster concerning a Catechxsmc be presently printed, to be sent to 
Presbyteries, That, according to the Ordinance of the late G«ierall Assembly, 
they may examine die same and report their opinions to the next Goierall 
Attembly. A. Ker." The half-title of the Shorter Catechisme is erroneously 
printed '* Concerning a Laq[er Catechisme." 

The humble | Advice | of the | Assembly | of | Divines, | Now by 
Authority of Parliament | ^tting at Westminster, | Conoeming | A 
shorter Catechism, | with the Proofe thereof out of the Scriptures, | 
Presented by them lately to both Houses of | Parliament | A 
certain number of Copies are Ordered to be printed onely for 
tfie I use of the Membc^ of both Houses and of the Assembly of | 
I^ vines, to the end that they may advise thereup|on. | London, | 
Printed by J. F. [1648]. 4**. pp. 24. 

Opposite to tlM title is the order for printing 600 copies, dated 14th Aprils 

1648. tB*M. 1324 h. 14.] 
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The I Grounds I and | Principles | of | Reli^on | contained in | A 
Shorter Catechism, | (According to the Advice of | the Assembly of 
Divines sitting at | Westminster) to be used throughout I the 
kingdomes of great Britain. | Ordered by the Lords ,and Commons 
assembled | in Parliament that this Catechism be forthwith | Printed 
and Published. | Jo. Brown Cler. P^rliamentorum. | H. Elsynge 
Cler. Pari. D. Com. | London, Printed by J. L. for the Company of 
Stationers, 1648. 4^ (but in 8^. shape), pp. 23. 

This is the authoritative Pariiamentary edition^ with the title given to it by 
the House. ' On the page opposite to the title is the following atitborisation >-> 
Die Lonse, 25, September, 1648. It is this day Ordered by the liords and 
Commons in Parliament assembled, That this Shorter Catechisme bee forthwith 
printed and published, wherein Mr Henry RobOTOugh, and Mr Adoninm 
Byfield, Scribes of the Assembly of Divines, are required to use all possibLa care 
and diligence, that it be from time to time faithfully and eicactly done ; And, for 

Sreventing of all abuse therein. It is further Ordered, That no penon whatsoever 
o presume to print* or reprint the same in an^ volume, tot only such, as shall bee 
appointed and authorized thereunto by the said Scrib». And that no person or 
persons shall presume to sell, barter or any way to spread or convey any Book or 
Copies of the said Catechisme, Printed without the appointment aforesaid, upon 
pain of the forfeiture of the whole Impression, if any such be so printed ; and of 
all such Books or Copies thereof, as shall be offered to sale* bartering or bee any 
other wayes spread ; And all and every Person offending in any of the premises 
to be lyable to such further punishment, as the contempt of an Ordinance of 
Parliament shall deserve, Provided that this restriction of printing, shall 
continue for one whole year, and no longer. Ja &(own Cleric. Parliamentonim. 
H. Elsynge Cler. Pari. D. Conu 

The proofs are given following each answer immediately. This copy is 
Incorporated with the Lar|[er Catechism under the title, The humble | Advice | of 
the I Assembly | of | Divmes | sitting at | Westminster, | Concerning a larger 
and a | shorter Catechisme. | London, Printed for Ralf Smith at the Signe of 
the Bible in Corn-hill near the RoyaU Exchange. 1648. R. Smith has not 
reprinted the Sh. Cat., but has incorporated in his volume that '* printed hy J* L. 
for the Company of Stationers. '^ Each Catechism is separately paged. [Edin. 
University Library*] 

The humble | Advice | of the | Assembly [ of | Divines | now by 

Authority of | Parliament | sitting at Westminster^ | concerning | A 

Shorter Catechism: | with the Poofs (sic) thereof out of the 

Scriptures. I Presented by them lately to both Houses | of 

ParBament | London, | Printed for John Streoter. s.a. 16^. pp. 30. 

The Order of S5th Sept, 1648, as in the preceding edition is printed on the 
back of the title. It seems to me probable that this was printed at the expify of 
the year to which the restriction in printing was limited. [Lambeth Pal. 
Library. 47. J. 14.] 

To I the Right honorable the Lords and ] Commons Assembled in | 
Parliament; The humble advice of the Assembly of Divines | sitting 
at Westminster. | Concerning | A Shorter Catechism. (Half-title.) 
(jpp. 18.] In :— 

The I humble Advice of | the Assembly | of | Divines, | now 



40 

by authority ot Parliament ( atting at Westminster, | 
concerning | i A Confession of Faith : | ii A Larger 
Catechism. | iii A Shorter Catechism. | Presented by them 
lately to both | Houses of Parliament. | Printed at London 
and reprinted at I Edenbrough. 1648. 16^. Without pagina- 
tion. Sheets A to G. [pp. 106.] [B.M. 3505. bb.] 

This is the first edition in iHiich the three documents appear in one Tohune. 
The Dfoof references are given for the Confession, bnt are wanting in the 
Catecnisms. Six hundred copies of the Confession, with proofs, were ordered to 
be printed a9th April, 1647, and the same number of each of the CatechismSr 
with proofs, 14th April, 164S. It is probable that this volume was publithcd 
eariy m 1648. It is beautifully printed, but neither printer nor publisher have 
given their names, perhaps in fear of difficulties with tne English Parliament. 

The I Sh<»ter | Catechisme | First agreed upon | By the Assembly, | 
of Divines at I Westminster. | And now approved by the | Generall 
Assembly of tne Kirk | of Scotland, to be a part | of Unuormity in 
Religion | between the Kirks of | Christ in die three | Kingdomes. J 
Edinburgh, Printed by Gedeon Lithgow, | Printer to the Universitie 
of I Edinburgh, 1649. I PP* i55*iS4- Ii^* — 

The I Confession | of | Faith, | and the | Larger and Shorter | 
Catechisme, | First agreed upon by the | Assembly of 
Divines at | Westminster. I And now appointed by the j 
Genemll Assembly of the Kirk | of Scotland, to be a part | 
of Uniformity in Religion | between the Kirks of | Christ 
in the three | Kingdomes. | Edinburgh, | Printed by Gedeon 
Lithgow, I Printer to the Universitie of | Edinburgh, 1649. | 

*4®- PP [^1 iS4« 

This is the first edition with the l»oof references to the three documents. It 
must have been used by Bostock for ms edition in the same year, as the title of 
the Shorter Catechism is reproduced from this Edinburgh edition. The only 
copy of this which I have seen is the property of my friend the Rev. John 
Stunock, to whom I am much indebted for valuable help in pceparing this 
Biblio^phy. The Catechisms have distinct titles, bnt the paginatioo 
is continuous. 

The Shorter | Catechism, | first agreed upon by the Assembly of 
Divines | at Westminster, I and now appointed by the General 
Assembly of I the Kirk of Scotland to be a | part of the Uniformity 
in Re|l]gion between the Kirks | of Christ in the three Kingdoms. 
(Half-title.) pp. 153-176. In; — 

The I Confession | of I Faith | and | Catechisms, | Agreed 
upon by the | Assembly of Divines at | Westminster : | To- 
gether with their Humble Advice | concerning | Church 
Government | and | Ordination of Ministers. I London, ( 
Printed for Robert Bostock, at the sign | of the Kings Heact 
m Pauls I Church-yard. [X649O ''^* PP- ^7^> ^^ Advice 36. 
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The date, 1648^ is given on the distinct title to the Adyioe Conceming 
Church Government; but Thomasson has inscribed July 16, 16491 as the date of 
its acquisition^ which is probably the date of imbhcanon» as it also fits in with 
the incident in the House of Commons, on August 6th9 1649, narrated in this note. 
Two copies exist in the British Museum wim the preu marks £. 1419 and E. 
1214. a. 13. In the first the general title, as here given, is placed at the beginning 
of the volume, while the second copy hsa the pamal title for the Confession and 
Catechisms in this place, and the general title is inserted before the Shorter 
Catechism. Both copies contain Uie Propositions or Advice concerning Churdi 
Government. The Confession has at the end the imprimatur of James Cranford. 
Mr. Cranford had been appointed in 1643 to license books by the Parliament. 
The House of Coounons on the i6th Marcn, 1648-9, ordered, *' That the power 
of Mr. Cranford for licensing any books to be printed, be hereby revoked." 
On the fith August, 1649, the House of Commons "Ordered, That it be referred 
to the Committee for plundered Bfinisters, to examine whether the Book, 
intituled, 'The Confession of Faith, and Catechisms agreed upon by the 
Assembly of Divines, at Westminster; together with their humble advice 
concerning Church Government, and Ordination of Ministers'; lately printed 
for Robert Bostock, and licensed by James Cranford ; were licensed by tiie said 
James Cranford, since he was dischuged from licensing: with power for the 
said Committee to send for the printer ; and to examine by what authority he 
printed the same; and to send for persons, witnesses and papers; and that 
Mr. Millington do give an account hmof to the House on Thursday morning 
next.' No record m Mr. Millington'ft report appears in the Journal of the House 
of Commons. 

The Shorter Catechism. In :— 

The I Confession | of | Faith | and the | Larger and Shorter | 
Catechisme, | First agreed upon by the Asjsembly of 
Divines at | Westminster, | And now appointed by the 
Ge|nerall Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland to I be a part of 
Uniformity in Religion between | the Kirks of Christ in the 
three Kingdomes. \ Amsterdam, | Printed by Luioe Elsevor/ 
for Andrew Wilson, | and are to be sold at his shop in | 
Edinburgh. 1649. | i6^ 

The only copy I have seen of this rare edition is in the librarjr of the New 
College, Edinburgh. It is imperfect, containing only the Confession of Faith, 
pp. 5a The printer is the third Louis Elzevir, the fint of the family to establish 
a press at Amisterdam. 

The Shorter Catechism, pp. 217-258. In:— 

The I Confession | of | Faith, | and the | Larger and Shorter | 
Catechisme, | First agreed upon by the | Assembly of 
Divines at | Westminster. | And now approved by the | 
Generall Assembly of | the Kirk of Scotland, | to be a part 
of Uniforjmity in Religion bejtween the Kirks of | Christ in 
the I three King|domes. | Edinburgh, Printed by Gedeon 
Lithgow, I Printer to the University | of Edinbui^gh. 1650. 
x8^ pp. 258, [66]. 

The Confession and Catechisms have distinct titles, but the pagination is 
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continuous. This contains * A Bfccf Snm of Christian Doctrine^ and the 
Practical Use thereof,** without po£|ination» but consisting of 66 pp. Thistreatiie 
was written by Pkof. David DicksOT. It is iaduded in all the Scottish editions 
of the Confession of Faith, though it never leceiyei the approbation of the 
Church of Scotland. 

The Confession of Faith and Catechisms aexeed upon by the 
Assembly of Divmes, together with their humbte advice concerning 
Church Crovemment and Ordination of Ministers. London, 1650. 
S''. [Bodldan Library.] 

The Shorter Catechbm, See, (as in 1649 Ed.), pp. 156-182. In :-- 

The I Confesnon | of [ Faith, land the | Larerer and Shorter | 
Catechisme, | &c. (as in 1649 Ed.). First Pnnted at Edenburg 
andnow | reprintedat London fortheComjpany of Stationers. 
1651. la^. pp. [6], 190, [2]. 

To this is added, with distinct tide and pagination (pp. Sa), A Dixectoiy for 
Publique Worship, Church Government and the Doctrinal part of Ordination of 
Ministers. [Ela. 3505. aa. i.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c (as in 1649 Ed.). In :— 

The I Confession | of | Faith, &c. (as in 1649 Ed.). Rrst 
printed at Edenburgh, and now | reprinted at London for the 
Com I pany of Stationers. 1652. 24^. pp. 1 84. 

The Directory for Publique Worship is appended, with the Genersl 
Assembly's Directoiy for Private Worship, pp. 91. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c. (as in 1649 Ed.), pp. 2x7*258. In:— 

The Confession of Faith, &c, (as in 1649 ^)« Edinburgh 
Printed by the Heirs of George Anderson, 1652. 24^. 
pp. 258. 

The Summe of Saving Knowledge, Directions concerning Private Worship, 
and The Solemn League and Covenant, are added without pegination. [&M.» 
3505* »• I] 

Advice of the Assembly concerning a Shorter Catechism. London^ 
1654, 8*^. [Bodleian library.] 

The Shorter Catechism, Agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines 
at Westminster, pp. 165-192. In: — 

The I Confession | of | Faith, | and the | Larger and Shorter 
Chatechism, | Agreed upon by the As | sembly of Divines at 
Westminster. [London.] Printed for the Public Good. 1655. 
24®. pp. 192, [B.M. 3505. a. II.] 

Principal Lee (in his Additional Memorial on Printing Bibles, Edin. 1826) 
records a London edition of the Confession of Faith printed for the Company 
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of Stftdonen i6c6^ i8^. ; uotber printed by G. Lithgow, Edinburgh, 1656, 18°. ; 
And one b]r Andio Aadenon, Edinburgh, 1057, 18°. I have not met with copies 
of these editions. 

The Humble | Advice | Of the | Assemblie I of | Divines | Now by 
Authority of | Parliament | Sitting at | Westminster, | Concerning | 
A Shorter Catechisme : | With the Proofs thereof at large out of the 
Scriptures. Presented by them lately to both Houses of Petrliament | 
London, Printed by A. Maxey for John Rothwell at the Fountain 
in I Gold-Smiths Row in Cheapside, 1658. 4^ pp. 43. In : — 

The Confession of Faith, Together with the Larger and Lesser 

CatechismeSi &c. London, [1658]. 4^. pp. [9], 4, 118 (errore 

108), Larger Cat 137 (errore 139), Shorter Cat 43. 

This is the first edition in which the proofs of the three documents are 
printed at length. The emphasis in the texts is given t>y the use of Italics on 
pagies 1-50. of the Confession only. The date appears on the distinct titles of 
the Confession and the Shorter Cat, but not on the general title. It is not known 
who extended the texts for this edition. Jud^ent is often exercised in omitting 
a portion of the verse selected by the Divines as not being relevant to the 
statement to be proved. This form of the proofs was repeated in the editions 
printed at Glanjow 1675 called Ed. 4, at London 1688 called Ed. 3, and at 
London 171 7 cafled Ed. 5. The fonn adopted by Dnnlop (1719) has been used 
in subsequent editions. Dunlop (Vol. I., p. dix.^ drew attention to some curious 
errors that somehow crept into these earlier editions and are found in them all, 
as in the Lar^r Cat Q. 70 a, instead of Rom. v. 17-19 (which is rightly quoted), 
the verses printed were from 2 Cor. v. 17-19; and Q. 105 c. Col. iii. 2, 5, the 
second verse is correctly printed, but the fifth is verse 5 of chap. ii. of the same 
epistle. Notwithstanding the remarkable care with whicn Dunlop edited 
these docnmenis, he failed in a few cases to restore the original proofs of the 
Divines ; as, for instance, in the Confession, Chap. XXI. ^ ii., he gives Deut. xv. 
to the 90th verse instead of Deut iv. 15-90^ and in Chap. XXDC. IT iv. he has 
I Cor. X. 6 instead of 16. In other cases he saw defects in the proofs, and 
suggested alterations, wkicA were correct^ but as he found no authority for them 
in the copies he consulted he did not insert them in the text The only edition 
of the Confession at present on sale which contains the Assembl v's text and the 

Snf s adopted by them is that issued at the Publishing Office of the Presbyterian 
urch of England, London. rB.M. 1224. h. 14. Tnis copy wants the general 
title, and has in its place the title of the Confession.] 

To the I Right Honourable I the | Lords and Commons { assembled^ 
in I Parliament: | The humble Advice of the | Assembly of Divines, | 
Sitting at | Westminster: | Concerning | A Shorter Catechism. 
(Half4itle.) pp. 277-314. In:— 

The Confession of Faith, Together with the Larger and 
Lesser Catechisms. . . . Again Published with the Scrip- 
tures at large, and the Emphasis of the Scriptures in a 
di&rent character. To which is added two sheets of Church 
Government with the Scriptures at large. [The Second 
Edition.] London, Printed by K M. for the Company of 
Stationers, &c. 1658. 4^ pp. [7], 4, [4], 329, [23]. 
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The emphasis in tlie texts is very iiregnUrly indicated. {BM^ 35^ bb.] 
A fac-simile reproduction of the Shorter Catechism from this edition (^ 
277-314) was issued by the Presbyterian Board of Publication, Philadelphikt 
May, 1888, as a Centennial Memorial of the adoption of the Catediism as a ^art 
of the Constitution of the Presbjrterian Church in the United States of America, 
by the Synod of New York and Philadelphia, on May a9th, 1788. 

To the I Right Honorable &c. (as in last half-title). pp« X57-I94. 
In: — 

The Confession of Faith Together with The Larger and 
Lesser Catechismes. • • • (The Second Edition.] London, 
Printed b^ E. M. for the Company of Stationers, &c. 1658. 
4®. pp. [9], 4, [6]; Conf. 1-56, 57-1x8 (eirore 47-108); 
Larger Cat 1-X04 (errore 151-254), X05-155; Shorter Cat 
157-168, 169-X94 (errore 139-164); Ch. (Sovt 195-aoo 
(errore 165-170), 2ox-ao9, 2x0-2x2 (errore 300-302). 

These three issnes were printed in the year 165S for the Stationers' Company. 
After a careful collation of the three tests, I have come to the oanclnsion that 
they were printed in the order in which they are here placed. The page of the 
second is somewhat smaller than the pages of the other two. Many errors occur in 
the three, such as the muddle in Rom. tii. 27 on page 42 in each volume. A list 
of errata is printed in the last. They can be thus distinguished by their 
titles:— I Ed. has Catbchisuks in Roman Capitals, and WasTMiNSTBtt m ItaL 
Caps; 2 Ed. has Catschisms and Wxsticinstse in Rom. Caps; and 3 Ed. 
has Catechismes in Rom. lower case, and Wxstminstxr in Rom. Caps. The 
square brackets enclosing the words Tlie Second Edition are in the titles of this 
and the preceding edition. 

Principal Lee (1«.) records an edition by G. Lithgow, Edinbu^ 1659, 
iS**, which I have not seen. 

The Shorter | Catechism | Composed by the | Reverend Assembly 
of I Divnes(^/V) : I with the | Proofs thereof out of the | Scriptures, . 
in Words at length. | Which are either some of the for tmerly quoteil 
Places, or others gathered | from their other writings ; All fitted | both 
for Brevity and Qeamess, to this I their form of sound words. | For 
the benefit of Christians in general, and | of Youth and Children in 
understanding, | in particular; that they may with more | ease 
acquaint th^oselves with the Truth | according to tibe Scriptures, 
and with the I Scriptures themselves. London, Ptmted by A. 
Maxwell, | for the Company of Stationers, 1660. 12°, pp. 54. 

The first edition in which the altered proof teaOs are found which ate given 
in all subsequent separate editions of the Ottechism. The proofs selected oy the 
Assembly are stiU given in the editions of the Catechism that are printed with 
the Confession of Faith. A few modifications from the text of this ^ition occur 
in later issues. In Question ^ the text, Ps. odvii. 5, ** Gmt is our Lord* and of 
peat powers His understandmg is infinite," is the proof for ** wisdom, power,** 
m the answer ; but somehow the proof for "holiness " came to be allocated to 
** pomext** Rey. iv. 8, " Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and 
Is, and is to come^'* and there hu been added Rev. xv. 4, ** who shall not fear 
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Thee* O Lord, and glorify Thy name ? for Thou only art holy,** to make ap for 
the nusplaced proof of " holineis." In Q. 75 the jMroof » Prov. zxriii. 19, ^ He 
that followeth after vun persons shall have poverty enough,'* belongs to the first 
part of the answer referring to *' onr own estate, inst^ of the second part 
where it is placed. And in Sie proofs to Q. 100^ Luke ad. 13 and Rom. viii. 15 
have been transposed ; the latter proof belonging to the earlier davse in the 
answer. 

The Shorter Catechisniy &c., (as in 1649 Ed), pp. 155-189. In :— 

The Confession of Faith, &c., (as in 1649 Ed.). First printed 
at Edinbiugh and now reprinted at London for the Company 
of Stationers, 1660. is^. pp. [6], 183, [2]. [B.M. 3505. aa. 
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Principal Lee (Lc.) records an edition of the Confession of Faith, ftc, printed 
by I. H. for the Company of Stationery London, 1663, and another by 
R. Sandeis, Glasgow, i66g, iS^ 

The Shorter Catechism, &a, (as in 1649 Ed). (Half-title.) la^ pp. 
167-196. In : — 

The Confession of Faith &c. (as in the Ed of 1649). 
Edinburgh, 1671. 12^. pp. 116. 

The Snmrne of Saving Knowledge^ with the practical ose thereof, has 
separate title, is without pagination [pp. 55], and is printed on part of Sheet I« 
Sheet K, and a half sheet L. [B.M. 3504. a. X9^J 

The Shorter Catechism* In :— 

The Confession of Faith, ftc, (as in the 2nd and ^d issues of 
16^8). The fourth edition, conform to the first onginal Copy 
dibgently compared, all escapes conected, and more exact 
and correct than any that has beai printed ance. Printed 
at London for the Company of Stationers^ Anno i6c8. And 
re-printed at Glasgow by Robert Sanders. 1675. 4 • PP* ^5 
and Table. 

The person responsible for this issue seems to have been aware that three 
different issues were produced in 1658, and consequently calls his t fourth 
edition. [New College, Edinbur^jh.] 

The Grounds and Principles of Religion, &c., (as in 1648 Ed., but 
instead of *' to be used throughout the Kingdomes of great Britain/' 
it reads ''To be used throughout the Kmgdom of England and 
Dommion of Wales.'^ London, Z67& 8^. pp. 24* [B.M. 3505. c 

17- 3-] 

The Grotmds and Principles of Religion, && (as in 1678 Ed.). 
London, i68t. 8^. pp. 34. [B.M. Pun. zi.] 
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The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1649 Ed.). (Half-title.) pp. 
134-155. In :— 

The Confession of Faith, &c, (as in 1649 Ed.). Glasgow, 

1687. ^^^' PP- 153- 

The Directories for Worship of the General Assembly and the Smn of 
Saving Knowledge added without pagination. [B.&L 3506^ aaa. 58] 

A Shorter Catechism, pp. 355-384. In: — 

The Confession of Faith : Together with the Larger and 
Lesser Catechisms, &c. (as in die later editions of 1658, but 
without the Church Government). Licensed^ April 30, i688. 
The Third Edition. London, 1688. 8^. pp. 384. 

This should have been the Fifth Ed. of this form of the Confession. See 
note on Glasgow Ed. 1675. 

The Shorter Catechism. London, x688. 8^ [Bodleian Library.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c, (as in 1649 Ed), pp. 239-279. In :— 

The Confession dt Faith, &c, (as in 1649 ^^)' [Edinburgh] 
Printed in the yeatr 1688. i6^. pp. 462. [New College, 
Edinburgh.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c, (as in 1649 T^*)* PP* 177*204. In : — 

The Confesnon of Faith &c. (as in 1649 Ed.). Edinburgh, 
1689. 24®. pp. 240. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1649 ^•)* I^ • — 

The Confession of Faith, 8cc., Glasgow, 1693. 32^. pp. 195. 
Solemn Acknowledgment, &c., without pagination. 

The Giounds and Principles of Religion, &c., (as in 1648 Ed.) 
London, 1699. ^^- PP- ^4- [B.M. 3504. a. 55.] 

Prindpal Lee (Le.) records f onr editions of the Coaf ession, ftct bj J. Watson. 
Ediabnri^t 1701, is**. ; 1707, 8^. ; 1708, 8^ ; and 1710^ 8^. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c, (as in London 1660 Ed.). Edinburgh, 
1702. 16°. pp. 48. [B.M. 873. b. 23.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &:c, (as in 1649 Ed.), pp. 1 18-138. In :— 
The Confession of Futh, &c., (as in 1649 Ed.). Olbagmf 
1703* H®« PP- «7a. 

The Grounds and Principles of Religion, ftc., (as in 1648 Ed«)i 
London, 1705. 12^ pp. 24. [B.M. 3505. aa. 7.] 



ii» iMi i^^^^^ iafc 
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The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in London Ed. x66o). Edinburgh, 
1709. I a®, pp. 32. [B.M. 3505. aaj 

The Shorter Catechism, &&, (as in 1649 ^^)* PP* i>s-i4x« In — 

The Confession of Futh, &C| (as in 1649 Ed.). Gla^ow, 
17x4. la^ pp. 277. 

The A| B, Cy with the Shorter Catechism, appointed by the General 
Assembly to be a Dixectonr far Catedusing of such as are of a 
weaker capacity. Edinburgh, 17x4. i a^. Without paginatbn [pp. 
a4]. [B.M. 3504. b. 34.] 

The Shelter Catechism, &c., (as in X649 Ed), pp. X53-X80. In :— 

The Confession of Faith, &c , (as in 1649 ^)* Edinbuigh, 
171 5. xa^. pp. 3x0. [The Rev. J. Sturrock.] 

To the Right Honourable the Lords and Commons assembled in 
Parliament : The humble advice of the Assembly of Divines, letting 
at Westminster: C^ceming A Shorter Catechism, pp. aSa-axs. 
In:— 

The Confession of Faith, Together with the Laiger and Shorter 
(Catechisms, composed by the Reverend Assembly of 
Divines Sitting at Westminster, presented to both Houses of 
P^uliament Again published whh the Scriptures at large, and 
the emphasis of the Scriptures in a difierent C!haracter. 
Together with the Directory, and all other additions that have 
hem hitherto printed. The Fifth Edition. London^ 17x7. 
8^. pp. 400. 

A Short Catechism: containing the Principles of the Christian 
Rel^on : with the Proofis thereof out cf ihe Scriptures in words at 
length. Approved of for the Use of the (Parity-school in Fashion 
Street, Spitue-fields, London, X7x8. xa^. pp. 45. [B.M. 3505. 

aa.4S.] 

The Shorter Catechism, ftc, (as in title of x66o). Edinburgh, 
17x9. Without pagmation [pp. 3a]. [B.M. 3506. aaa. sa.] 

The Shorter Catechism, | agreed upon by the | Assembly of Divines | 
at Westminster, | with the Assistance of I Comnussioners | from 
the I Church of Scotland, | and | Approved Anno X648, by the 
General | Assembly of the Church of | Scotland, to be a Directorv 
for Cate [chising such as are of weaker Capacity. With the Ptoo6 
bom Scnpture. | Edinburgh | 17x8. pp. 393-444. In :— 

A I Collection | of | Confessions of Faith, | Calechisna, 
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Directories^ | Books of DiscipUne, &c , | of publick Authority 
in the | Church of Scotland. | &c. 2 vols. [3d vol not 
published] Edinburgh. Vol L 17x9. pp. 458 and Table: 
voL iL i733» pp. 815. 

These beautifully printed and critically edited volumes are the most 
accurate editions of the documents that have been published. They were 
edited by Wm. Dunlop, Regius Prof, of Theology in Edinburgh University, 
whose death (aoth Oct, 1720) at the early age 5 twenty-eu;ht prevented the 
publication of the third volume which he announced in the ^ Advertisement " 
prefixed to the second volume. The Shorter Catechism was prepared from a 
collation of the Edinburgh ed. of 1647 and the London ed. of 1048. As the 
words of the Scripture proofs were not expressed at length, until the first edition 
of 1658, when portions of the verses believed not to refer to the doctrine to be 
proved were omitted, and the emphasis indicated, Prof. Dunlop has quoted the 
whole of the verses specified on the margin of the authoritative edition Q" printed 
in London by Order of the Commons, April 14, 1648 *'), and has printed them 
without indication of emphasis. He has been followed in these two matters in 
all subsequent editions except the Edinburgh 1855 ^ ^^^' Dunlop prepared 
a new Index to the Confession and Catechisms which has displaced die <dder 
Table in later editions. It* is verv complete, and admirably arranged, beii^ 
compiled with the greatest care and exactness. 

Principal Lee (Ix.) records a Glasgow edition of the Confession of Faith 
&c, 1731, i8^, and an Edinburgh edition, 1723, I2^ 

The Shorter Catechism, Agreed upon by the Assembly of IXvines 
at Westminster with the Assistance of Commissioners from the 
Church of Scotland, As a part of Covenanted Uniformity of 
Religion betwixt the Churches of Christ in the Three EJngdoms of 
ScotLand England and Ireland, Witih an act of the General 
Assembly &c. pp. 349-^372. In : — 

The Coniiessions ot Faith, Catechisms, Directories, Form of 

Church-Government, IMscipIine, &c, of publick Authority 

in the Church of Scotland: Together with the Acts of 

Assembly, concerning the Doctrine, Worship, Discipline, 

and Government of the Church of Scotland. Also a 

Collection of some principal Acts and Ordinances of the 

Parliament of Scotland and England, and of the General 

Assembly of the Chturh of Jutland in favour of the 

Covenanted Reformation. To which is added the Form of 

Process in the Judicatories of the Church of Scotland, with 

Relation to Scandals and Censures: as also Several Acts 

and Overtures of the General Assemblies thereanent : And 

other things of a publick and interesting Nature. Edinbuigh, 

1725. 8^ pp. 560. 

This is the first ed. isiued b^r The Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland. Other editions were published 1739, 1761, 1764, 1771, and 1785-HMe 
under these years. 

Principal Lee (l*c.) records a Glasgow edition of the Confession of Faith, 
&&, 1727, 18^., and an Edinbori^ edition the same year in 8^ 
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The Shorter Catechism^ &c., (as in Dunlop 1718 Ed.). In :— 

The Confession of F^uth, The Larger and Shorter Catechisms 
with the Scripture-proofe at large. TogeAer with The Sum 
of Saving Knowledge (contain'd in the Holv Scriptures, and 
held foitii in the said Confession and Cateclusms) and 
Practical Use thereof. Covenants National and Solemn 
Leaj^e, Acknowledgment of Sins and Engagement to 
Duties, Directories, Form of Church-government, &c. of 
PubUck Authority in the Church of Scotland With Acts of 
Assembly and Parliament, relative to, and approbative of, 
the same. Edinburgh, Lumisden and Robertson, 1728. 
8^. pp. 553, and Table. 

This it the fint cditioii in which are indaded the Tarioia documents found in 
the anthocited editions of the Confession. The text is taken from Donlqp, so far 
as the documents axe contained in his Tolnmes. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as m 1660 Ed.). Edinburgh, 1731. 
12^. pp. 40. [B.M. 3505. aa.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1649 ^O* PP* 166-193* In :— 
The Confession of Faith, &c., (as in 1649 ^•)- Glasgow, 
1732- «4^ pp. 334,2. 



The Shorter Catechism, &c. In :— 

The Confession of Faith, &c. Glasgow, 1736. 1 2 ^. pp. 3 1 2. 
[New College, Edinburgh.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &a, (as in 1725 Ed.). In : — 

The Confession of Faith, &c., (as in 1725 Ed.) Edinburgh, 
1739. *•• PP- 560. 

The A, B, C, with the Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 17 14 Ed). 
Edinburgh, 1739. 12^ iKdthout pagination [pp. 24]. [B.M. 3504. 
aa. 46.] 

Principal Lee (l.c.) records issues of the Confession of Faith, ftc, Edinburf^, 
1735, 8^., and Glasgow, 1743, la^. ; and of the Shorter Catechism, Edinhur^ 
1732, Glasgow, 1740^ Edmburgli, 1742, 1743, and 1745. 

The A, B, C, with the Shorter Catechism, &&, (as in 1714 Ed.). 
Glasgow, 1744. X2^. without pagination [pp. 24]. [B.M. 3504. 

b- 39] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1649 Ed*). In : — 

The Confesacm of Fiuth, &c.» (as m 1649 ^^) Edinbuivh, 
1744. 1 6^ pp. 314. [United Presbyterian HaOy EcUnburgb.] 
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The Shorter Catechism^ &c., (as in 1660 Ed.). Edmburgh, X749* 
8*. pp. 32. [B.M. 3505. aaa. 70.] 

Principal I.ee (l*c.) records seven Glasgow editions of the Confession of 
Faith, ftc, between 1745 and 1749. These are : 17^5, 18**. ; 17461 8^.» xa<*., and 
i8^; 1 749^8''.; another, 8^; and a third by J.Hall the sise of ^ich is not sUted. 

The Shorter Catechism, &&, (as in Dunlop 17 18 Ed). With the 
proofr from Saripture. pp. 357*398. In : — 

The Confession of Faith, &c, (as in 1728 Ed) Glasgow, 
James Knox, 1752. 8^. pp. 546, and Table. 

Principal Lee (Lc.) records an Aberdeen edition of the Shorter Catechism, 
1753, and a Glasfow edition of the Confesrion of Faith, ftc., 1753, 8*. 

The A, B, C, with the Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1714 Ed). 
Glasgow, 1754. 12®. pp. 24. [B.M. 3504. b. 33.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1660 Ed.) Edinburgh, 1754. 
8^. pp. 32. [B.M. 3505. aaa. 64.] 

The A, B, C, with the Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 17 14 Ed.). 
Bel&st, 1755. 12^. without pagination [pp. 24]. [B.M. 3504. aa. 20.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1 728 Ed.), pp. 379-422. In : — 

The Confession of Faith, &c., (as in 1728 Ed.). Edinbuigh, 
1756. 8^. pp. 546, and Table, which is much contracted fma 
the heading ** Saints." [New College, Edinburgh.] 



The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1728 Ed). In : — 

The Confession of Futh, ftc, (as in 1728 Ed.). Edinbuigh, 
1757. 12^ pp. 321. 

The A,B,C, with the Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 17 14 Ed.). 
Edinburgh, 1758. 12^. pp. 16. [B.M. 3504. b. 25.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1 725 Ed.), pp. 395-418. In : — 

The Confession of Faith, &c, (as in 1725 Ed). Glasgow, 
1761. 8®. pp. 560, 72. 

Priadpal Lee (Lc; records two GUsgofw editions, one in 1762, 8^., the other 
1763, 8". 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1660 Ed.). Glasgow, 1764. 8^. 
without pagination [pp. 32]. 

The Shorter Catechism, Presented by the Assembly of Divines to 
both Houses of Parliament, and by them approved. Containing 
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The Principles of the Christian Religion. London : Printed for a 
Society of Gentlemen, to be distributed amongst the Poor. 1764. 
12^. pp. 48. ' [B.M, 3504. b. 19.] 

It is advised that the Catechism be gone through each month, and for this 
purpose it is divided into thirty sections. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1725 Ed.). In:— 

The Confesaon of Faith, &c., (as in 1725 Ed.). Glasgow, 
1764. 8®. pp. s^o, 72. 

The Shorter (^techism, &c., (as in Dunlop 1728 Ed.). In :^ 

The Confession of Faith, &c, (as in 1728 Ed.). Glaq^ow, 
R. and A. Foulis, 1765. 8^. pp. 597 and Table. 

The Grounds and Prindples of Religion, &c., (as in 1648 Ed.y To 
be used throughout the Kingdom of Great Britain. London, 1769. 
12^. pp. 24. [B.M. 3505. b. 13.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1660 Ed.). Glasgow, 1769* 
8**. pp. 32. [B.M. 3506. aaa. 53.] 

The Shorter Catechism of the Reverend Assembly of Divines, with 
the Rroofs thereof out of the Scriptures in words at length. Glasgow, 
1769. 8®. pp. 32. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c, (as in 1649 ^^)« ^^ * — 

The Confession of Fidth, with the Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms, &c, (as in 1649 ^O- Glasgow, 1769. 24^. 
pp. 288. [Rev. John Sturrock.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1725 Ed.). In :— 

The Confession of Faith, &c., (as in 1725 Ed.). Glasgow, 
1 771. 8^. pp. 632. [New College, Edmbuigh.] 

The Shorter Catechism. In : — 

The Confession of Faith, &c. Glasgow, 1771. i^'^. [New 
College, Edinburgh.] 

The A, B, C, with the Shorter Catechism, &c, (as in 17 14 Ed.). 
Glasgow, 1774. 12^. pp. 24. 

The Shorter Catechism, composed by the Reverend Assembly of 
Divines; with the Proo& thereof out of the Scriptures. Rochester, 
[1774.] 12«. pp. 24. 
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The A, By C, with the Shorter Catechisniy &&, (as in 1714 Ed.). 
Edinburgh, 1778. la^. pp. 24. [B.M. 3504. b. 32.] 

The A9 B, Cy with the Shorter Catechism, Sic*^ (as in 17 14 Ed«) sJ. 
1779. 12^. without pagination [pp. 24]. [B.M. 3504. b. 24.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1764 Ed.). London, 1780. 12^. 
pp. 48. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1660 Ed.). Edinburgh, 1 781. 8^ 
pp. 32. [B.M. 3505. aaa. 71.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1725 Ed.). In : — 

The Confession of Faith, &c., (as in 1725 Ed.). Glasgow, 
1785. 8to. pp. 522. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c, (as in 1660 Ed.). Edinburgh, 1786. 
8®. pp. 32. [B.M. 3505. aaa. 72.] 

The Shorter Otechism. In : — 

The Confession of Faith, &c., (as in 1728 Ed.). Edinburgh 
(Printed by the Assigns of Alex. Kincaid, His Majesty's 
Printer), 1788. 8^. pp. 600, and Table. [B.M., 3505. bb. 19.] 

The Shorter Catechism. In : — 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian (Church in the United 
States of America. Containing The Confession of Faith, ^e 
Clatechisms, the Government and Discipline, and the Directory 
for Uie Worship of God, Ratified and adopted by the Synod 
of New-York and Philadelphia, held at Philadelphia May 
the 1 6th 1788, and continued by adjournment untU the 28th 
of the same month. Philaddphia, 1789. 12°. pp. 215. 

This is the firit American edition. The few alterations made by the Synod 
chiefly deal with the relation of the Civil Magistrate to the Chnich. 

The A, B, C, with the Shorter Catechism, &c, (as in 17 14 Ed.). 
Edinburgh, (Printed for the Society in Scotland for Propagating 
Christian Knowledge,) 1791. 12^. pp. 24. [B.M. 3504. tx 28.] 

The A, B, C, with the Shorter Catechism, (as in 17 14 Ed.). To 
wlUch is added, (Besides the Fray ets and Graces, &c. which is not in 
former editions,) St Athanasius Creed. Questions for Childra:i at 
first beginning. Also Hymns for Children. Edinbuigh, 1793. 
12^ pp. 24- [B.M. 3504. b. 29.] 
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The Shorter Catechism composed bv the Reverend Assembly of 
Divines. Carefully corrected. London, 1793. 12®. pp. 24. 

The Shorter Catechism composed by the Reverend Assembly of 
Divines. With the Scripture-proofis in words at length. Carefully 
revised and corrected by a Minister of the Gospel. London, 1794. 
la^ pp. 71. [B.M. 3504. aaa. 35.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c, (as in 1660 Ed.). Edinburgh, 1797. 
8^. pp. 36. 

Another issue of this from the same type was published about the same time 
without a dat& 

The Shorter Catechism composed by the Reverend Assembly of 
Divines. Carefully corrected. London, 1797. 12^. pp. 2^, 

The Shorter Catechism. In : — 

TheConstitutionof the Presbyterian Church, &c., (as 1789 Ed.). 
Philadelphia, 1797. 12^ pp. circa 468. 

This oontains the proofs, somewhat modified by a committee of the General 
Assembly. 

The A, B,C, with the Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1714 Ed.). 
To which are added, Short and Easy Questions, and Hynms for 
ChOdren. Edinburgh, [1798 ?]. ia°. pp. 24. 

The A, B,C, with the Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1798 Ed.). 
Edinburgh, 1799. 12^. pp. 24. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c, (as in 1660 Ed.). Stirling, X799« 
8^ i^. 32. [B.M. 3505. aaa. 54.] 

The New-England Primer, enlarged and improved : or, an easy and 
pleasant Guide to the Art of R^ing. Adorned with cuts. Also 
the Catechism. Newbury port, J. Myeall [1800?] 32°. pp. 76. 

The second edition of the New-England Primer was published in 1691, and 
numerons editions were issued during the eighteenth centuiy, but being school- 
books they were worn out by the chudren, and few have come down to our days. 
Our British A, B, C, and other editions of the Shorter Catechism have shared the 
same fate. [B.M. C 58. a. 29.] 

The Shorter Catechism. In :— 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church of the Uftited 
States, &c., (as in 1789 Ed.). Wilmington, 1801. pp. 407. 
[B.M. 3505. d. 38] 
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The Shorter Catediism (rf the Assembly of IXvines, inth the Pioofe 
at length. A corrected edition. Londlon^ 1807. 24^. pp. 24. 

The New England Primer, &c, (as in 1800 Ed.). New E^kmd, 
Printed for the Booksellers [1810?]. 33^. Without pagination, 
[pp. 64.] [B.M, C. 58. a. 30.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c. In : — 

The Confession of Fiuth ; &c., (as in 1728 Ed.). Edinburgh, 
Sir D. Hunter Blair and J. Bruce, 18 10. 8^. pp. 600, 
and Table. 
Repeated issues of this edition were published to supply the demaad. 

The New England Primer, &c., (as in 1800 Ed.). Walpole, N.H. 
1814. 33^* Without pagination [pp. 64]. [B.M. C. 58. a* 31.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1660 Ed.). Edinburghi 1815. 
12*^. pp. 36. 

The Shorter Catechism. In :— 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church, &c., (as in 
1789 Ed.). Philadelphia, 1815. 12^ pp. 424. 

The Shorter Catechism. In : — 

The Constitution, &c., (as in 1789 Ed.). Philadelphia, 1821. 
12^ pp. 507. Also Stereotype Ed. Utica, N.Y., 1821. 
12^. pp. 468. 

The New England Primer, &c.y (as in 1800 Ed.). Boston, 1827. 
32^ pp. 63. 

The improved New-England Primer: or an easy and pleasant 
Guide for the Instruction of Children. Containing many explanatory 
notes, and references to the Scriptures. To which is annexed The 
Shorter Catechism^ as composed and agreed upon by the Reverend 
Assembly of Divines at Westminster in England in the year 1649. 
With Explanations of difficult words and phrases in the Answers. 
Concord, 1829. 16^. pp. 46. 

The Shorter Catechism. In : — 

The Constitution, &c., (as in 1 789). Philadelphia, 1833. i6^ 
pp. 466. 

The A, B, C, with the Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1728 Ed.). 
With numerous useful notes by Watts and others. Glasgow, 
1837. 12^ [B.M. 3505. cc. 43.] 
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The Shorter Catechism agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines 
at Westminster^ with Proofe from the Scriptures. Edinburgh, 
Licensed 1839. $2^, pp. 55. 

The Shorter Catechism. In : — 

The Constitution, &c., (as in 1789). Philadelphia, Presb. 
Board, 1839. 12^. pp. 549. Also 1885, 12 . pp. 549 

1889, 12**. pp. SS^' 

The New England Primer, improved, for the more easy attaining 
the true reading of English, to which is added, The Shorter 
Catechism of die Assembly of Divines at Westminster, &c. 
Embeflished with Cuts. Philadelphia, 1840. 16^. pp. 46. [B.M. 
12983. aa.] 

The Shorter Catechism. Philadelphia, Presb. Board, 1840. 32^ 
pp. 3«- 

The New England Primer, improved; or an easy and pleasant 
Guide to the /Ut oi Reading. To which is added, The Assembl/s 
Catechism. Stereotyped. Newark, 1842. 32^. pp. 63. [B.M. 
12983. aa.] 

The Shorter Catechism, &c. In : — 

The Confession of Faith, &c., (as in 1728 Eli.). Glasgow, 
1842. 12^. pp. 370. 

The Shorter Catechism of the Reverend Assembly of Divines, with 
die Ptoofe thereof out of the Scriptures, in words at length. London, 
1845. sa^pp. 64. 

The New England Primer restored. To which are added the 
Westminster Assembly's Shorter Catechism; the account of the 
burning of John Rogers; and several other pieces from a London 
edition of 1771. Trenton, 1849. 16^. pp. 62. 

The New England Primer; to which is added. The Shorter 
Catechism of the Westminster Assembly of Divines. Concord, N.H., 
1849. 3^^- PP* ^4* 

The Shorter Catechism, &c. In : — 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America : contsuning the Confession of Faith, the 
Catechisms^ the Form of Government, the Book of Disciftfinei 



the Directory for the Worship of God| and general Rules for 
Judicatories : as ratified by the General Antmhlj of i8ai, 
and amended by the General Assemblies of 1S26, and 1833. 
Published by Authority of the General Assembly. PhUa- 
delphia, iSso* 12^. pp. 473. 

The following were used in the preparation of this edition :— 165S Ed. ; 
Dilliagham*s Latin Version, 1656; Dimlop's Collection ; Lunisden and 
Robertson's Collection; and the Edinburgh 1781 Ed. 

The Shorter Catechism, pp. 283-3x5. In : — 

The Subordinate Standards, and other authoritative Docu- 
ments of the Free Church of Scotland. Published by 
Authority of the General Assembly. Edinburgh, 1851. 
8^, pp. XV. 464. 

This volume consists of an edition of The Confession of Faith, &c., with iti 
proper title and Dnnlop's Table, but prefixed to the volume is a new title 
tolfowed by the Act of the Free Church AssemUy of 1851 legaiding its * 
publication; and the authoritative Documents follow the Table and form pp« 
425^464. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1660 Ed). Edinburgh, licensed 
1851. 12^. pp. 24. 

The Shorter Catechism, pp. 283-315. In :— 

The Confession of F»th, &c., (as in 1728 Ed.). Edmburgh, 
1853. 8®, pp. 424. 

This edition is from the type of the 185 1 ed., but it does not contain the 
Authoritative Documents of the Free Church of Scotland. 

The New England Primer, unproved; &c., (as in 1827 ^•X 
Massachusetts Sabbath School Society. Bostoni [1855?]. 32^ 
pp. 64. [B.M. 12983. aa.] 

The Shorter Catechism. In : — 

The Confession oif Faith, &c., (as in 1728 Ed.). With the 
spedal words of the proof-passages printed in Italic type. 
Edmburgh, 1855. 8^« PP- 43^* 

The Shorter Catechism. In :-«- 

The Confesdon of Faith, &c, (as in 1728 Ed.). Glasgow 
and London, 1859. 8^ pp. 370, and Table. 

The Confession of Faith and Shorter Catechism. Philadelphia, 
Presb. Board, 1859. 12^ pp. 64^ and i8^ pp. 190. 
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The Shorter Catechism. In :— 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, containing the Confession of Faith, && Richmond, 
Va. [1862]. i6^ pp. 264. 

The Shorter Catechism of the Reverend Assembly of Divines, with 
the Proob thereof out of the Scriptures, for tiie benefit of Christians 
in general and of youth and children in understanding in particular ; 
that they, with more ease, may acquaint themselves with the Truth, 
according to the Scriptures, and with the Scriptures themselves* 
Ix>ndon, Nisbet & Co., 1870. 16^. pp. 32. 

The title is a modified form of that of 1660. 

The Shorter Catechism of the Westminster Assembly. Standard 
Edition 1872. Philadelphia, 1872. 24^. pp. 24. 

The Shorter Catechism agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines at 
Westminster, and appointed by the General Assembly of the 
Church of ScoUand to be a Directory for Catechising such as are of 
Weaker Capacity. Edinburgh, Licensed 1873. 8^. pp. 16. 

The Shorter Catechism. Philadelphia, Presb. Board, 1874. x8^. 
pp. 24. 

The Shorter Catechism, agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines at 
Westminster, with Scripture Refimnces. The tesct alone printed by 
Autfiority. Edinburgh, Licensed 1875. ^4^- PP* ^4* 

The Shorter Catechism of the Westminster Assembly of Divines, 
with the Proo&, arranged in Sections for weekly Instruction. By 
J» G. Murphy, LL.D. Belfast, 1875. 3^*- PP* 3^- 

The Shorter Catechism, with Proofe. By John W. Dulles, D.D. 
Philaddphia, Presb. Board, 1876. 18^. pp. 48. 

The Grounds and Principles of Religion, &c., (as in 1648 Ed.). 
London, Presb. Comm. [1877.] 24^. pp. 24. 

The text of the fint editioii, reproduced in fac-tiinile in the present yolume, is 
restored, an Analysis of the Catechism is prefixed, and Noi tt h istorical and 
explaaatoi7^-«ie appended, by W. Carruthers. 

The Grounds and Principles of Religion, &a, (as in 1648 Ed.). 
With the P100& thereof out of the Scriptures. London, Presb. 
Comm. [1877.] 24^. pp. viii, 39. 

The text, Analysis, tod Notes as in the previous edition. 



53 

The Shorter Catechism, &c pp. 332-250. In : — 

The Confesskm of F&ithi &c.| (as in 1749 Ed) Edinburgh 
1877. 8* pp. 336. 

Several times re-issoed. 

The Shorter Catechism agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines at 
Westminster, with Proofe firom the Scriptures. With additional 
Scripture References selected firom the Catechisms by Matthew 
Henry^ Vincent, Fisheri Paterson, and others. Edinburgh, Licensed 
1S7S. 16^. pp. 32. 

The Shorter Catechism agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines at 
Westminster, with Scripture References selected from the Catechisms 
by M» Henry, &a, (as in the last). Edmbuigh, Licensed 1878. 
i6^. pp. 20. 

The References in this edition are the same as in 1660 ed., except that three 
an omitted. The davse as to additional References has been inadveitently 
txaasf ened from the preceding edition to this. 

The Shorter Catechism, pp. 78-90. In :— 

Subordinate Standards of the United Presbyterian Church, 
with Basis of Union and Summary of Principles. Printed by 
Authority. Edinburgh, 1880. 8^. pp. 115. Manual of 
Distinctive Principles, pp. 16. 

The Shorter Catechism of the Assembly of Divines, with the ProofiB 
thereof out of the Scriptures in wolds at length, for the benefit of 
Christians in general, and of Youth and Qiildren in particular. 
Toronto. [Bought 1884.] 39^ pp. 3s. 

The New-England Primer improved for the more easy ac<|uiring the 
teue reading of English to which is added The Assembhes (sic) of 
and Mr. Cotton's Catechism. Albany, 1887. 32^. pp. 80. 



This is a reprint of an edition published at Boston 1777. The efitor aad 
publisher, Joel Mnnsell, says, in his preface, '' For more than a century it was 
almost cauuriTely the iuvenile book of New England. After a few yean of 
comparative neglect it nas again come into use. 1 00^000 copies of a modem 
edition have been distributed by a single Society." 

The Shorter Catechism, &c pp. 963-279. In :— 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America. Containing the Confesnon of Faith, the 
Catechisms, and the Directory for the Woidiip of Gkxl; 
together with the Flan of Government and EKscipliiie as 
ratified and. adopted by the Sypod of New York and 



^- 
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Philadel|duA in the year of our Lord 178^; and as amended 
in the years 1805-1 888. Edition for Revision. Philadelphia : 
Pr^yterian Board, 1888. 4^. pp. 377. 

The Shorter Catechism of the Assembly of Divines at Westminster. 
Edinburgh, Licensed 1889. 24^. pp. 34. 

The Shorter Catechism of the Reverend Assembly of Divines 
at Westminster. Edinburgh, Licensed 1889. 32^. pp. 16. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c, (as in x66o Ed.). Edmburghi Licensed 
1889. 32^, pp. 32. 

The A, B, C, with the Shorter Catechism, &a, (as in 1714 Ed.) 
Edinburgh, Licensed 1889. 8^. pp. 16. 

The Shorter Catechism of the Westminster Assembly. Standard 
Edition, 1891. Philadelphia, [1891]. 32^. pp. 32. 

The Shorter Catechism. Ratified and adopted by the Synod of 
New York and Philadelphia in May, 1788. pp. 381-404. In : — 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, containing the Confession of Faith, the Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms, as ratified by the General Assembly, at 
Augusta, Ga., Dec. 1861, together widi The Book of Church 
Ordar, adopted 1879, "^^ Directory for the Worship of God, 
with optional forms, adopted 1894, Rules of Parliamentary 
Order, adopted z866« Richmond, Va. [1894]. 12^, pp. 
404, 190. 

The Analytical Shorter Catechism, arranged also with Empha4n8, 
and designed thus to render it easier to understand and memorize. 
By Rev. Cornelius M. Hutton, Not Point, Texas. Richmond, Va., 
Presb. Comm., 1893. i8^ pp. 2, 37. 

By the use of different tyipe and the arrangement of the clauses the sense of 
the answers is made obvious without the aid of comment. 

The Shorter Catechism. Adopted 1729. pp. 309-348. In: — 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America : containing the Standards subordinate to 
the Word of God, viz. : The Confession of Faith, the Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms, the Form of Government, die Book 
of Discipline, and the Directory for the Worship of God, 
as ratified and adopted by- the Synod of New York atid 
Philadelphia in the year of our Lord, 1788, and as 
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amended in the years 1805-1894. Together with the 
Constitutional Rtde adopted in 1893, and AdministFative Acts 
of the Assembly of a Greneral Nature. Philadelphia, Presb. 
Board, 1896. 16^. pp. 535. 

This caref nlljr printed volume is the authoritatiTe text of the Sttsdaidi of 
the Northern Presbyterian Chuch. The proofs we those appoved by the 
AssemblT of 1804* The index has been enlarged so as to include the contents 
of the whole ▼olumc. 

The Grounds and Principles of Religion, &c., (as in 1648 Ed.). 
London, Presb. Comm., [1897.] 34^. pp. 24, 

This is a second edition, reoompoaed, of that edited by W. Carruthers, and 
issued in 1877. 

The Westminster Shorter Catechism. Philadelphia, Presb. Board of 
Publication, 1897. 18^. pp. 32. 

The most beautifully printed edition at present on sale, though it is not free 
from some of the current errors. 

The Westminster Shelter Catechism, adopted by the General Synod 
of New Yoik and Philadelphia, 1788, with Proofs from the Scrip- 
tures. Authorised by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., 1894. And an Analyas. Philadelphia, 
Presb. Board of Publication, 1897. 8^. pp. 46. 

The UKkming editiooi are at Pitient oa tale. Tliqr 9*t wtttiont 
iodicatioa of the date wiien th^ were issued. 

Assembl/s Shorter Catechism. Without Proofe. London 16^. 
PP-3«- 

The Shorter Catechism, by the Assembly of Divines at Westminister, 
containing the principles df the Christian Religion. With Proofs. 
London. 1 6^. pp. 64. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 17 14 Ed.). Edinbui^h, Gall 
and Inglis. 8^. pp. 16. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c., (as in 1660 Ed.). Edinburgh, Gall 
and Inglis. 8^. pp. 32. 

The Shorter Catechism,^ &c., (as in 1778 Ed.). Edinburgh, Rel. 
Tract and Book Soc. 8^ pp. 16. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c, (as in 1778 Ed.). With Scripture 
ProoGi. Edinburgh^ Rel. Tract and Book Soc. 8^. pp. 24. 
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The Shorter Catechisin> Agreed upon by the Assembly of Divines at 
Westminster. Glasgow. a4^. pp. 32. 

The Shorter Catechbm, &c.y (as in last Ed.). With Scripture Proo&. 
Glasgow. i8^. pp* 32. 

The Westminster Shorter Catechism^ ratified by the General 
A^embly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, at 
Augusta, Ga., December 4, i86i. Richmond, Va.^ Presb. Comm., 

32''. pp. 3«- 

The Shorter Catechism of the Westminster Assembly, with Proofs 
from the Scriptures, in words at length. Richmond, Va., I^esb. 
Comm. i8^. pp. 36. 

The Shorter Catechism, &c. In :— - 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, &c, (as in 1850 Ed.). Philadelphia, Presb. Board, 
s.a. [1870?] 8^. pp. 549. 



EDITIONS OF THE SHORTER CATECHISM WITHOUT 

THE QUESTIONS. 

A Summary of Christian Doctrine and Duty in distinct propositions, 
as exhibited in the Westminster Assembly's Shorter Catechism, 
(without the Questions,) with marginal References to the Subjects 
therein containel Edinburgh, [1865.] 8^. pp. 16. 

The Answers to the Shorter Catechism adapted for reading in 
continuous Text witfi the Questions and the Proofs subjoined and 
Grammatical Notes by Edward Woodford, LL.D., One of Her 
Majesty's Inspectors of Schools. Edinburgh, 1867. 8^ pp. 81. 

The Will of God to Man, and Man's duty to God, Richmond, Va., 
Presb. Comm. 32^. pp. 20. 



TRANSLATIONS OF THE SHORTER CATECHISM. 

Catechismus minor. In: — 

Confessio Fida in conventu Theologorum authoritate Parlia- 
menti Anglicani indicto elaborata; &c. [G. Dillingham] 



62 

Cambridge, 1656. pp. 229. Amsterdam, 1658. 4*, Edin- 
burgh, 1670. 32**. pp. 182. Edinburgh, 1694. 32**. pp. 172. 
Edinburgh, 1708. 32^. pp. 184. Edinburgh, 17x1. 32^ 

*H KorwiTarts r^ Xptortaviic^ 6>pi/ariccm trwroiJ^B/npa* Sive, Catechesis 
ReUgionis Christianae Compendiosior, a Conventu venerandcmim 
Magnae Britanniae Thecdogorum, qui Westmonasterii consederant, 
supremi Senates jussu, concinnata, in Linguam Graecam pariter et 
Latinam traducta, et in lucem Edita, Opera et Studio J. Harmari, 
linguae Graecae, apud Oxoniensis Praelectori» Regii. London, 

iiS9- ^*'- PP* 7«- 

The Tnuiilator wu ejected from the puisli church of Ewfaurst in Hamp- 
shire in 1662. 

Catechismus Minor Westmonasteriensis Latine redditus. Phila- 
delphia, Entered 1856. 24^. pp. 24. 

The text was formed by adopting the translation of Dilliiijg^uun or 
Harmar as the one or the other came nearest to the sententious bievity of the 
original. 

Robert Young translated the Catechism into Latin {1852!] and Crreek 
[1854I]. Edinburgh. 

l^gwyddorion y Grefydd Gristionogol yn gyanwysedig mewn 
Catechism Byr. 1664. 1679. 1693. 

This translation was made by the Rev. David Jones, who was ejected from 
the pasish church of LlandysstlUo in 1662* 

y Catedsm Byrra^ &c. 1701. 1707. Carmarthen, 1766. X2^. pp, 
48?. Carmarthen, i78i« Carmartheni 1783. 12^. pp. 51. 

The early editions of these Welsh translations are given on the authority of 
the BibUograjphy of Wales. The editions of 1766 and 1781 are confirmed t^' the 
Rev. Owen Jones of Oswestry, whose generous help I gratefully ackamrledge. 
The 1783 ed. is in Mr. Jones' library. 

Y Oitecism ^nfaf, &c Machynlleth, 180a. iiP. pp. 48 [Rev« 
O. Jones]. Carmarthen, 1815. 8®. pp. 35 [Bala CollegeT. 
UanfylUn, 16^. pp. 64? [Rev. O. Jones]. Caimarthen, 1853, la • 
[B.M. 3504. de. 2.] 

These editions were issued by the Rev. George Lewis, D.D. 

Hdlwyddoieg Byraf Eisteddfod Westminster gyda Phrofion 
Ysgiythyrol. Rev. William C. Roberts, A.M.| Columbas^ Ohio. 
Philadelphia^ Presbyterian Board, Entered 1864. 32^, pp. 6o. 

Foircheadal Aithgheam Coasmdch, &c. pp. 241-976. b :— 

The Confession of Faithi &c. Transbted into the Irish 
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(Gaelic) Language by the Sjnod of Aigyle. Edinbuighi 
1735. 12^. pp. 376, [B.M. 875. a. 36.] and Ed. Edinburgh^ 
1727. 12^. pp. 286. [B.M. 3504. a. 52.] 3rd Ed. Glasgow, 
X75^>7* i«*^- PP- a86* [B.M. 3505. a. 23.] 

A separate edidon of Uie Shorter Catedikni taken fnnn the tkifd editioB was 
imcd at Glasgow in 1756. 

Foirceadid Aithjg^hear Cheasnuighe, Sec, Glasgow, 1752. 12^. 
without pafinnatioiu [pp. 28.] Inverness, 1813. 12^. pp. 35. 
In^^emessy t52o. xa^ pp. 35. Glasgow, 1848. la^. 

Leabbar Aideachudh A'Chrddimh, &c. Edinburgh, W. Whyte, 1837. 

George McDonald, Teacher in Edinburgh, pablishcd a translation in itef, 
which I have not seen. R. Yoong pablished a translation at Edinbargh [tSsalJ. 
B2^. pp. 21. 

Der Kleine Katechismus der Presl^terischen Kiiche. Mit Bew^ 
sleDen aus der heiBgen Schrift. Philadelphia, Presb. Board, Bntered 
1851. 12^. pp. 48. 

KuTzere Katechismus, &c., Robert Young. Edinburgh, [1855 J 
12^. pp. 20, 

Verkorte Catechismus, &c, Robert Young. Edinburgh, [1854?] 
12^. pp. 20. 

Den Kortare Katekesen af Westminster Assemblyn. Philadelphia, 
Presb. Board, 1872. 32^. pp. 32. 

Le Pedt Cat^chisme, &c., par Alex. Parke, French Masler at 
Edinbwgh. Edinburgh, 1841. 12^. pp. 84. 

Le Petit Cat<rhiwfw% &&, par Loub Durand. Philadelphia, P^esb. 
Board, [1858]. 12?. pp. 65. ^ 

Compendio di Dottrina Cristiano, compilato detf Asiemblea di 
Sacerdoti di Westmmster. Colle debite prove tratte ddle Sacre 
Scritture. s.L 1847. ^^* PP* 4^- 

il Catechismo pih breve, &c. R. Young. Bduiburgh,.[i8547]. la^ 

pp. 20. 

El Catedsmo Menor, &c. Philadelphia, Entered i86o. 32^ ppi 35. 
El Catedaao Menor, &c Mexico, 1882. 16^. pp. a4« 
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Shorter Catechism, translated into Spanish by R. Young. Bdinburghi 
[i8ss]. la^ pp. «o. 

Breve Catecismo de Doutrioa Christfta, com as Provas extiahidas 
das Santas Escrituras. EdBnbuigh, 1849. S^. pp. jr. 

Breve Catedusmo, ftc. (as in last Ed.)* Philaddphia, Presb. Board, 
s.a. 8^. pp. 44. 

U Catecismo maia breve. R.^ Young. Edinbuigh, [1854?]. is^ 
pp. 30. 

Catechesis Religionb Christianae Brevior, a Conventu Venerandorum 
Magnae Britanniae Theologorum composita; et in Linguam 
Sanctam Hebraeam fideliter versa. Opera Gulidmi Seaman, M.D. 
London, 1689. 8^. pp. 39. 

Catechismus Brevior ... in Linguam Hebraicam conversus ab 
H. S. McKee, D.D., LL.D. Dublin, L<xidon printed, 1864. 16^. 
pp.30. 

Catechismus Brevior ... in Linguam Syriacam conversus ab 
H. S. McKee, D.D., LL.D, London, Dublin printed, 1864. 16^. 



The Shorter Catechbm ... in Syriac. R. Young. Edinburgh, 
[1853]. 8^ 

The Shorter Catechism in Choctaw. Richmond, Va., Presb. Comm. 

The Sliofter Qitcchitm bai been tnmtlated by Missionaries of various 
SocJctJes for use in their different fields, bnt these are not to be had through the 
trade, and I hare not been able to find them in any pablic libfary I have visited. 



MODIFICATIONS OF THE SHORTER CATECHISM. 

An I Abridgment | of the late | Reverend Assemblies | Shorter | 
Catechism | Fitted for the use of the Weakest Capacities and 
Memories. By Tho. Lye, Minister of the Gospel (All HaOows, 
London.) London, 1663. xa^. pp. 16. 

The Assembl/s Shorter Catechism revised and rendered fitter for 
general use. pp. 373-336. In : — 

Lectures to Children and Young People, &c. By Samuel 
Bourn. London, 1738. 8^. 

The Reviser omiU '* What are the Decrees of God ? " and modifies the 
statements as to the rale of faith, the doctrine of giaccb and the sacraments Thii 



revision wa$ criticised by an anonymous writer in a pamphleti '* Remarks on a 
Catechism published under the Title of The Assembly's Shorter Catechism 
Revisedi &c." London 1758. 8^. pp. 63, And by a second anonsrmoos 
pamphlet, entitled, *' The Assembly's Shorter Catechism, rescued from the late 
revisor and vindicator; beins a large defence of that most excellent compound of 
divinity, &c." London, 17^ 8^. 

An Extract from the Assembly's Shorter Catechism, pp. 387-414. 
In:— 

A Christian Ubrary, by John Wesley. Vol xiii. London, 

iSai. 8^ 

Questions 7 and 8 on the Decrees of Ck)d, and other statements bearing on 
this doctrine, are modified or omitted. 

The ChSd's Instnictor, or a New and Easy Primer. By Benjamin 
Keach. London, 1664. i6th Ed. 1764. pp. 48. 

This is generally known as '* Keach's Catechism." Being modified to suit 
his Baptist opinions, he was tried "for publishing certain damnable positions," 
and was sentenced to the pillory at Aylesbury and Windsor, fined ;f 20, and his 
book ordered to be burned by the hangman. 

The Baptist Catechism ; or a Brief Instruction in the Principles of 
the Christian Religion. Keach's Catechism ; compared with early 
editions and revised by John Rippon, D.D. London, i794* PP« 44« 

A Catechism of Revealed Truthi with Proofs from the Scriptures 
Prepared on the basis of the Westminster Assembl/s Catechisms, 
by the Rev. Henry D. Brown. London, 1874. 33^. pp. 32. 

A Catechism with proofs, compiled by the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon 
from the Assembljr's Shorter Catechism, and the Baptist Catechism. 
London, 1878. la*. 

These four Catechisms are more or lets unaltered except in the matter of 
Paedobaptism. A similar change was made by the Rev. Abel Mo^an in a 
Welsh translation published in 1759 and again in 1787. 

The Assembly's Catechism, abridged for the use of Children, 
particularly those of die Sunday Schools. London, 1791. 12^. 

The Junior Catechism, or, the Shorter Catechism Simplified for 
Young Children. By Sutherland Sinclair. Paisley. 16^. pp. 16. 

Lessons on Bible Truths for Young People. Compiled by Rev. 
D. MacEwan, D.D. and Rev. F. A. C. lilhngton, M. A. Clapham, 
1894. 16^. pp. 15. 

The Shorter Catechism . . . Revised with a view to bringing its 
expressons more into harmony with recent Declaratory Acts. By 
the Rev. J. D. Robertson, M.A., D.Sc, Minister of the United 
Presbyterian Church, North Berwick. 1897. 8^ pp. i8. 
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THE SHORTER CATECHISM IN RHYME. 

Campbell, M. d M. A. Minister, Pnsb. Church afEn^Umd, Falskme. 

A Catechism in Rhyme (on the basis of the Shorter Catechism), 

for the use of Younger Children. Edinburgh, s.a. i6^. pp. 33. 

Four chants are giveOi composed for this work, and adapted for its ose. 
The first question is thus renderea : — 

Wkat is our chief and highest end^ 
To serve on eaith a heavenly Friend, 
And, by redeeming time» to spend 
Eternity iriSx God. 

Cook, Robert MinisUr at Oatt. 

The Catechisfs Poetical Manual; or Hymns and Scriptural Para- 
phrases, in verse. Aberdeen, 1834. 8^. pp. 253. 

These hymns have been dravn up ''as a practical illnstntion off that 
admirable Summary of Christian Doctrme and Duty, The Assembly's Shorter 
Catechism." 

Fisher, James. Author ^ ^^ ^ring-day^ &»c. 

The Westminster Assembly'? Shorter Catechism, in verse. Deiby, 
1824. i6^ pp. 33. 

The Ansver to the first Question is given thas^— 

Man's chief est end and bliss supccme, 

Most noble and all sweet emplq)r» 
In heart, in lif e^ by eveiy scheme. 

Is God to praise and him enjoy. 

Smith, Robert Schoolmaster at Glammis. 

The Assembly's Shorter Catechism in Metre. Reprinted from the 
original edition of 1729. Edited by T. G. S. fthat is, Thomas Geoige 
Stevenson]. Edinburgh, 1872. 8^. pp. zaii, 24. 

' The answer to the first Question is as follows :r- 

The chief and hiriwst end of man 

Is God to ^onfy. 
Keep His commandments, and enjoy 

Hm to eternity. 
T.,I. 

Hymns suited to each question of the Assembl/s Shorter Catechism. 
Composed for the bendSt of the Providence Union Society's Sunday 
Schools, and published by the request of the Qeneial Committee. 
London, x8o8« 12^. pp. 117. 

This is a metrical version of the Catechism on a laiger scale than any of 
the preceding. Six verses are pven to the first Question, the first of which is 
thefoUowittgr— 

Why was I form'd with reason! Why 

Above the brutal herd ! 
Reason itself will back reply, 

To glorify the Lord. 
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EXPOSITIONS OF THE SHORTER CATECHISM. 

Adams, Thomas. Filhw pf Sraun^fwse^ Oxf&rd, Ejtcted 1662. 
Chaplain to the Qmntess Dcwager of Clare, -1670. 

The main Principles of Christian Religion in an 107 short Articles, 
or Aphorisms generally received as bein^;^ proved from Scripture, 
&C. London, 1675. 8^. The Second Edition. London, s.a. 8^. 
pp. 156. 

Pubtiihcd tfter Ids dcsth bgr his biotlier Richaid, who was ejected from 
St Itfidisel't, Bread St., London, in 166a. 



ADeine, Joseph. Assistant to Mr. George Newtom at Taunton. 
Ejected 1663. 1634-1668. 

A most familiar Explanation of the Assemblies Shorter Catechbm, 
wherein the larger answers are broken into lesser parcels, thereby to 
let in the light by degrees into the minds of Learners. &c. London, 
1658. Da 1673. Do. 1674. Do. 1682. Belfast, 1700. 
Lcmdon, 1701. 12**. Glasgow, 1747. 12**. 

Alleine continiied to preach after his ejectioo, and was several times put in 
prison. This Expbuiation of the Catechism was written in Ilchester gaoL 

[Angier, Samud] fide MS., Williams Library. Ejected from Christ- 
Churchy Oxfordj 1662. 1639-1713. 

A short Explanation of the Shorter Catechism ; . . . Being die 
Substance of some late Explanations of the same Catechism. &c. 
London, 1689. 16^. pp. 86. siul Ed. London, 1695. la^. pp. 95. 

Arthur, Michael. Secession Minister at Dumharrow^ Peebles^ and 
Aberdeen. 

Exposition, Critical, Doctrinal and Practical of the Assembl/s 
Shorter Catechism, in a series of Sabbath Evening Lectures. Vol 
1,1788. 8*. [New CoU., Edin.] 

Bain, W. Teacher^ Anderston^ Glasgow. 

Family Instructor, Being an Attempt to illustrate the Prindples of 
Christianity, as they are contained in the Assembly's Shorter 
Catechism. Glasgow, 1778. 8^. pp. 184. 

Belfrage, Henry, D.D. Minister of the First Associate Church, 
FaOdrk. 17 74- 1835. 

A Practical Exposition of the Assembly's Shorter Catechism, &c. 
Edinburgh, 1832. I2* pp. vii, 494. 2nd Ed. Edinburgh, 1834. 
2 vols. 12*^. pp. 430, 424. 
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Binningi Hugh. Prof. GUugm UmversUy^ thenafter Mmtkr of 
Gavan. 1627-1653. 

The Common PrindpQes {fie) of Christian Religion clearly proved, 
and angularly improved, &C. The 5th impression. Glasgow, i666. 
34^. pp. 366. Abo in his Works. Edinburgh, 1735. 4^. pp. 641 ; 
Do. 1839-40. 3 vols. 8^. pp. 408, 433, 464. Edited by Rev. Dr. 
Leishman, Edinburgh, 1847. 4^. pp. 659. 

This was printed (Glasrow, 1659) from notes written for a friend, and not 
intended for the press. It does not go further than Q. 21. It was translated 
into Dutch t>y James Koelman (Amsterdam, 1678). 

Boston, Thomas. Mmister at Ettrick. 1676-1732. 

An Illustration of the Doctrines of the Christian Religion, with respect 
to Faith and Practise, upon the plan of the Assembly's Shorter 
Catechism, &c. Edinburgh, 1773. 3 ^^l^* S°- Vf* ^^9 59^> 
iv, 620. Another Ed. Edinburgh, 1813. 3 vols. 8^. Complete 
Works. London, 1852. 12 vols. 8^. (Vols, i, 2). 

A brief explication of the first part of the Shorter Catechism is 
included in the collected works of Thomas Boston, Edinburgh, 
1767, folio. London, 1852. 8°. (Vol. 7.) 

Boyd, James R., D.D. Minister^ Lancaster^ Ohio. 1835-1890. 

The Westminster Shorter Catechism. With Analysis, Scripture 
Proofe, Explanatory and Practical Inferences and lUustrative Anec- 
dotes. Philadelphia, Presb. Board, [1864]. 18^. pp. 264. 

Child's Book on the Shorter Catechism. Philadelphia, Presb. Board, 
[1864]. 18^. pp. 90. 

Brown, John. Minister^ Secession Churchy Haddington. 1722-1787. 

An Help for the Ignorant : Being an Essay towards an easy 
Explication of the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms. 
Edmburgh, 1758. 8^. pp. 382. 

Thu has gone through many editions. In the later ones the woids *' An help 
for the Ignorant : Being " are omitted. A translation into Welsh by the Rev. 
John Pany, of Chester, was published at Chester 1812, and has been reissued at 
the same place in 1840^ at Wrexham 1858, and at Bala in 1861. 

Two short Catechisms mutually connected, the Questions of the 
former being generally supposed and omitted in the latter, &c. 
Edinburgh, 1764. 12^. 

The one is introduct6ry to, the other explanatory of, the Shorter Catechism. 
They have been f reanently reprinted ; and tne second appean in various editions 
under the name, '* A Brief Explanation of the Assembfjrs Catechism." A 20th 
edition was published in Edinburgh*, 1793. 



69 

Biowne, John. Minhkr^ Relief Churchy Falkirk. 1755*1821. 

An Explication of the Assembl/s Sh<Mter Catechism, hi consistency 
with the Holy Scriptures. To which is added an Appendix on 
Baptism by W. A. [that is, William Anderson]. Gla^ow, 1824. 

pp. 198, 13. 

Prepared by him for hit own guidance at the examination oC hit pcoplet and 
pnUithed i^ter hit death. 

Burder, George. Independent MnUskr at Lancaster^ Caoentry^ and 
Fetter Lane^ London. Autkorrf^* Village Sermons.** 1753-1839. 

The Assembl/s Catechism Dissected; or an easy explanation of 
that exodlent Work, on the original plan of Dr. Wallis, &c. 
Coventry, 1801. la^. pp. 47. 

Chauncey, Isaac, M.A. Ejected from Wbodborouik^ Wilts, 1662. 
Succeedei ybkn Owen in London. -1712. 

The Doctrine which is according to Godliness grounded upon the 
Holy Scriptures of Truth ; and agreeable to the Doctrinal Part of 
the English Protestant Articles and Confesaons, &a London, 
[1700]. 12^ pp. 352. 

The fiiit division of the Catechism only is dealt with, to Q. 38. An 18°. 
edition was istned in 1737. 

Corsan, George. Master, Irvine Academy. 

The Assembly's Shorter Catechism ; with Explanations, Questions, 
&c. Edinburgh, 1836. pp. 48. 

Crawford, William. Minister cit Wilton, Roxburghshire. 1676-1742. 

A Short Practical Catechism wherein there is an Instruction in the 
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Hall, John, D.D. Minister of First Church, Trenton, N.y. 

The Chief End of Man. An Exposition of the first Answer of the 
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The Ex[danatory Catechism : Being the Shorter Catechism • . . 
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s.a., 8^. pp. 64. 
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This is a recast of the pitvions work. 
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Murphy, James G., LL.D. Professor of Hebrew, Belfast, 

The Shorter Catechism. . . With the proofs, arranged for Weekly 
Instruction ; hints for Teachers on the opposite page. Belfast, 1875. 
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6th Ed. Edinburgh, 1799. 8^. pp. 92. loth Ed. Greenock, 1820. 
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